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The Hundredfold 


By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


PPARENTLY the seed was sown 
On stony ground, no depth of earth 

Receiving Stephen’s words to bring 

Their latent life to birth. 
But really it was not so. 

There with the maddened mob was Saul 
Who held the martyr’s raiment and 

Became the martyr Paul. 


And we who brood the sacred page, 

In even distant time and place, 
Discern the wisdom Stephen spake 

And see the angel face 
And Jesus standing! Jesus, who, 

When he had purged our sins sat down, 
But rose to welcome home the first 

To gain the martyr’s crown. 
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Dead Orthodoxy 


That which seems to be alive while it is dead is 
a terrible counterfeit. Those who are vigorously insist- 
ing upon the fundamentals of the Christian faith need 
to be ceaselessly vigilant lest they themselves become 
such counterfeits. It isthe easiest thing in the world 
to slip into what is called “dead orthodoxy.” It is 
easy to condemn Modernists while we insist upon the 
importance of essential doctrines, and we ourselves, 
perhaps unconsciously, be lacking in a heart-doctrine 
of orthodoxy. That doctrine is love. We who pride 
ourselves on “believing the Bible from cover to cover” 
sometimes talk and act as though the thirteenth chap- 
ter of First Corinthians were not in the Bible, or as 
though we did not believe it. “If I speak with the 
tongues- of men and of angels, and if.I have all 
faith, . . . but have not love, I am nothing.” To be- 
lieve the essential doctrines with our head only, and 
not to live them all with our heart, is to be barren 
and dead indeed. Let us remember, after all, that 
such a thing as “dead orthodoxy” is impossible. One 
who is spiritually dead, one whose life lacks the “per- 


Church Schools and 


High School Credits 


A frank discussion of a matter increasingly coming to the front in Christian education 


in New York State wrote to The Sunday School 


Fy * Ne this year an evangelical Protestant pastor 
Times as follows: 


Will you kindly give me your candid opinion on the fol- 
lowing question? 

Of course you are acquainted with the fact that many 
pastors are face to face with the question of teligious 
education in its relation to the public schools. State, 
county, and local school authorities are apparently working 
in harmony with the pastors of the respective denomina- 
tions in the various communities. One hour a week the 
school children are dismissed from their regular school 
work to attend a religious school. 

The point in question is this:. The state educational au- 
thorities have arranged to give state credit (this means 
actual counts for graduation from high schcol) to students 
‘taking such work, providing the individual church sub- 
mits to the following demands: 


(1) The pastor must submit for the approval of the 
state university a syllabus of the course taught. 

(2) Statement as to time and place where instruction 
is given. 

(3) Statement as to the qualifications of teachers, etc. 

(4) Question papers for local examinations should be 
submitted for approval. 


I understand that.some of the state university men have 
written books ‘on this subject, and I also understand that 
in our state the tendency is toward a uhiform series of 
studies. 

Do you think that the individual church should accept 
credit from the state along this line? Do you think that 
the church should submit its work to the state university 
for its approval? Doesn’t this give to the state university 
at least the opportunity of bringing her rationalistic teach- 
ings into many churches which would under different cir- 
cumstamces reject such instruction? 

Again, is there not in this a covered step toward the 
union of Church and State? 

Any information which you can give me on this subject 
will be greatly appreciated. 


Here is a question, well stated, which is increasingly 
coming to the attention of almost every community, 
large: and. small, throughout North America. Many 
are welcoming co-operation of this sort between the 
secular “schools and religious schools. Already there 
is widespread co-operation between secular and re- 
ligious educational workers, in varying degrees. (The 


term “religious education” is used in this editorial as 
including religions in general, — Jews, Unitarians, Ro- 
man Catholics, and also, as distinct from all these, 
evangelical Christians. For state educational author- 
ities of course properly extend the same privilege to 
all religions indiscriminately.) And while many Chris- 
tian workers are welcoming every possible form of 
co-operation with state and other secular educational 
institutions, others, ‘like this New York State pastor, 
are questioning the matter, and. seeking the fullest pos- 
sible light on the underlying principles and the pos- 
sible tendency of such co-operation. Hence this let- 
ter is worthy of serious and prayerful consideration 
by readers of The Sunday School Times. 

The Editor has asked several Christian workers 
who seem exceptionally qualified to express an opin- 
ion, for their frank thought in the matter. The first 
letter is from one of the best known Christian educa- 
tors in America, Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., Vice- 
President and Professor of. Education at Juniata Col- 
lege. Dr. Ellis’ searching reply is as follows: 


“The inquiry is a somewhat difficult one to answer 
satisfactorily, because it would seem on the face of ‘it 
that we should lend sdnction to any effort that, tends 
to give a larger-knowledge of the Bible to young peo- 
ple, and that we ought to welcome every effort’of pub- 
lie school authorities to further this project. But 
notwithstanding this and the further fact that most 
educators who are at all interested in religious educa- 
tion, and some who are not, would probably favor 
the proposed plan from the educational standpoint if 
nothing more, J must confess to doubts as to its worth 
from the viewpoint of evangelical Christianity. I ‘say 
this with full appreciation also of the fact that in per- 
mitting the local church to give the instruction it would 
seem that the school authorities had conceded to the 
church such control as might be expected to obviate 


any objection from the church side. 

“However, with the conditions named, it is very 
clear that the church control is only ‘ndéminal, and that 
really the local church aceepting the conditions be- 


an extension agency of the university, 
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whose religious training is being credited by the uni- 
versity or high school. And this is the crux of the 
whole matter. 

“It cannot be denied that work to receive university 
or high school credit must be up to the standard of 
other work done in those institutions, and the institu- 
tion giving the credit has a right to insure itself that 
such is the case. But this of course opens the way 
for the crediting institution to refuse credit unless this 
standard is met by the use of text-books meeting its 
approval. It is a well-known fact that the ordinary 
university professor is expected to produce texts in his 
field, and it is too much to expect that a university 
will not push the books of its own men, most of whom 
unfortunately are producing texts of a more or less 
liberal tendency. I can but agree with Mr. —— 
that it ‘gives to the state university at least the oppor- 
tunity of bringing her rationalistic teachings into many 
churches which would under different circumstances 
reject such instruction,’ 

“It has seemed to me for some little time that under 
the guise of promoting religious education there is 
going on a very subtle undermining of the faith that 
centers around this very matter of ‘credit.’ And it 
is even larger than the problem suggested. Why are 
so many of our theological seminaries removing to 
the ‘Classic shades’ of some great university? I under- 
stand that it is due to the fact that the seminaries 
that are already thus located are deemed to have an 
advantage in that their students can get university 
credit and also university degrees. And it has even 
been known that young men whose primary interest 
was the university work have registered in the divin- 
ity school in order to profit by the free tuition and other 
perquisites provided for young ministers, meantime 
taking as little real theological work as possible in 
order to retain these advantages, provided often by 
godly souls who wished to foster the ministry of the 
church. Why should it be a matter of such great con- 
cern to young men who are called to the ministry of 
the Word whether or. not they can procure a univer- 
sity degree? Must the value of a man’s training for 
effective service in the ministry of the church be de- 
termined by an institution whose primary concern is, 
to say the least, not with the things of the church at 
all? Imagine Paul trying to get ‘credit’ at Tarsus 
University for his three years in Arabia, and unwilling 
to heed the Macedonian call till he could get a gradu- 
ate degree! “ 

“And why should the youth of the church be bought 
with secular ‘credits’ before they are willing to re- 
ceive religious training? It is not. so hard to “under- 
stand the lure that it presents to our immature youth, 
but the church must not yield her Christ-given right 
to teach the truth she was sent to teach. Let her do 
it so well that it is worthy of any credit that a secu- 
lar school can give, but let her not do it for such credit, 
and let her not solicit such credit lest she lose the one 
impelling motive of all motives. If such credit is of- 
fered unconditionally for the teaching that the church 
has of herself elected to do, even then I should not be 
hasty to advise its acceptance, lest it tend, if not to 
the union of church and state as suggested, at least 
to the substitution of a lower for the highest motive. 
Then, too, there must be a spiritual element in the 
teaching of Christian truth which cannot be evaluated 
in ‘credit hours,’ and which tends to evaporate when 
the results of the teaching are sought to be recorded 
in the school register instead of in the life. 

“Perhaps I have wandered afield, but I cannot but 
suspect that our young ministers are being lured by 
scholarship credit away from the real thing they 
are called to do, and in a lesser degree I fear the 
growing and much-lauded high school credit for re- 
ligious teaching is open to the same objection and dan- 
ger. If the uaiversity dominates our theological train- 
ing, being rationalistic as it so often is, and then reaches 
down through the high school to control even our 
local church teaching, where is the message of the 
church likely to differ from that of the rationalistic uni- 
versity? There can come little harm to the church, 
surely, in maintaining the independence of her testi- 
mony and her dependence, not upon scholastic credit, 
but upon divine stimulus for the vitality of her teach- 
ing.’ 


A. L. Lathem, D.D., pastor of the Third Presbyte- 
rian Church of- Chester, Pa., has for twelve years 
conducted a most successful Summer Bible School 
meeting on week-days, in addition to a large Sunday- 
school in connection with his church. His school 
has made a signal success of exclusive Bible work 
without handwork of any sort, and includes classes 
for adults and also night classes. He writes: 


“In response to your request for an opinion in re- 
gard to week-day religious instruction as proposed in 
the State of New York and in other places let me say, 
first of all, that such a step would do violence to a 
fundamental principle to which in all our past history 
we have firmly adhered, namely, the separation of 
Church and State. 

“IT am quite sure that in view of the rationalistic 
tendencies and principles deminant in our state uni- 
versities no denomination or pastor holding to the fun- 
damentals could agree to the plan as proposed. It is 
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not for the Church to submit to the State for its ap- 
proval the religious instruction to be given to its young 


-“What we need is not ‘Religious Education,’ but 
‘Bible Education’ from the Christian viewpoint. It 
is impossible for the State to sponsor such education. 
The churches alone can give it, and every denomina- 
tion ought to be sufficiently interested in its child- 
hood and youth to bear any expense necessary to that 
end with great delight, 

“I believe all thinking Christians are now satisfied 
that Bible Education in a systematized, practical form 
is necessary in order to the development of Christian 
life and church work. ; 

“If the pupils are to receive credit from the State 
the subject matter taught should be left to the decision 
of the individual church itself, and if the State under 
those conditions is willing to give credit, well and 
good; if not, it is not essential that pupils receive 
credit for such work. The time and place also should 
be left wholly to the church. 

“The State is quite right, if it does give credits, 
in insisting upon proper qualifications on the part of 
the teaching force. 

“On the whole, however, I think the good sense of 
the church will maintain the position of past years of 
complete separation between Church and State in all 
Christian education. To submit to supervision on the 
part of the State, and to dictation as to the subject 
matter taught, will rationalize the church, devitalize 
the teaching, and result in the overthrow of real 
Christian instruction. 

“Furthermore, one hour each week will be of little 
value even if every condition should be favorable. An 
essential to good work is that the time should be con- 
secutive. Much more work can be done in five weeks, 
five days a week, three hours a day, of consecutive 
effort than in twice that amount of time scattered 
throughout the year. 

“The Church had better undertake her own work 
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in a straightforward way, making no effort to find an 
easy method.” 

A Bible teacher whose writings in his half-dozen 
or more unusual volumes have blessed many thousands 
of God's people in recent years, the Rev, Lewis Sperty 
Chafer, was asked for his thought, and he replies ; 


“The four requirements laid down by the university 
governing the plan, scope, and method of work is, from 
their standpoint, most necessary. No such system as 
they contemplate should be maintained without the 
strictest control on their part of every feature of the 
work. While this is imperative, it is at the same time 
the very point where all possibility of teaching. any 
other subjects or giving any other interpretations than 
those which are held by the university ‘is sacrificed. 

“Since the doctrinal position of the universities is so 
well defined, their attitude is assured beforehand, and 
it seems to me there is little use in vexing one’s soul 
by a fruitless attempt to co-operate under these nec- 
essary regulations. 

“And I believe it is a very serious mistake to fight 
these doctrinal battles over the heads of the youn 
people who must be hindered and hardened by ee 
an experience.” 


The Rev. Warren R. Ward, pastor of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, having one of the 
largest Sunday-schools in his denomination, has also 
conducted for five years one of the largest and best 
Summer Bible Schools in the country. He writes: 


“T-am not at all sure that this whole movement 
toward week-day religious education is on the right 
track. Of course, it is in the air, and we-are all ‘be- 
hind the times’ unless we line up. But I have seen 
the very danger referred to. 

“If we are to join the public school movement to 
the extent of demanding credits for work done, I do 
not see any escape from the position taken by the 


(Continued on the next page) 





Mr. Bryan’s Bible Book Mark 


My dear Mr. Trumbull: 

I enclos¢ a book’ mark which I have had printed to 
emphasize the action of the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly. I wonder if it would not be a good plan to re- 
produce this statement of principles in such form as 
to allow it to ba cut out and used as a book mark. 
With such a suggestion, it might be the means of put- 
ting the statement in many Bibles. 4 

Very truly yours, 
W. J. BRYAN. - 


The Sunday School Times is glad to act upon this 
suggestion of Mr. Bryan’s, and reproduces.as follows 
the Book Mark that he has had printed. Readers can 
clip it from this page or can have a local printer run 
off copies on heavier paper for use in the local church 
and Sunday-school and community. 





A Bible Book Mark 


The Presbyterian (North) General Assembly 
(in session at Indianapolis, Indiana, May, 1923) 
calls attention of the Presbyteries to the deliver- 
ance of the General Assembly of 1910, which de- 
oe is hereby reaffirmed and which is as fol- 
Ows: 


1. “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that the Holy Spirit did 
so inspire, guide and move the writers of Holy 
Scripture as to keep them from error.” 


2. “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born of the Virgin Mary.” 


3. “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that Christ offered up 
Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice and 
to reconcile us to God.” 


4. “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and of our standards concerning our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that on the third day He rose again 
from the dead with the same body with which 
He suffered, with which also He ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand of His 
Father, making intercession.” 


5. “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God as the supreme standard of our faith that 
our Lord Jesus showed His power and love by 
working mighty miracles. This working was not 
contrary to nature, but superior to it.” 


Adopted on Roll Call. 














A Plea for Honesty in. Modernism 
I am sending you the last!copy of the Chapel Bell, 
published by Auburn. Theological Semimary (Auburn, 
N. Y.), with which you are doubtless familiar.. I think 
this is the first seminary of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church that has come out in print on the liberal side. 
—A New York State Presbyterian Minister. 


The editorial article in the Auburn Seminary publi- 
cation is entitled..“‘Is the Presbyterian Ministry Muz- 
zled?” Its opening paragraph is as follows:. 

If the action of General Assembly concerning Dr. 
Fosdick be taken-as final the answer must be —Yes. 
If the action of Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, Dr. William P. 
Merrill, Dr. L. Mason Clarke, Dr. John Kelman of New 
York, and hundreds of other able and devoted Presby- 
terian ministers all over the country in repudiating 
Assembly’s right to muzzle them be taken as conclusive, 
then the answer is emphatically — No, never. 


The “muzzling” referred to is the insisting, by the 
General Assembly, that Presbyterian ministers believe 
in the inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible, the virgin 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ, the bodily resurrection of Christ, 
and the working of mighty miracles by Christ. Con- 
cerning these doctrines and this action of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin is reported to 
have told two hundred clergymen, at a luncheon given 
in honor of Dr. Fosdick, not “to take what had hap- 
pened at Indianapolis too seriously.” Dr. William P. 
Merrill said that the General Assembly had “attempted 
to put a yoke on our necks which I, for one, will never 
wear.” Dr. John Kelman said, concerning the state- 
ment of five doctrines named, that if “it had been 
necessary for me to profess my agreement with it, I 
could not have accepted a call to any church in Amer- 
ica.” And Dr. L. Mason Clarke has said, “In all 
frankness I do not’ believe one of those five points.” 
These four men are Presbyterian pastors “in good and 
regular standing.” 

Concerning the editorial in the Auburn Seminary 
paper, the minister whose letter is first quoted goes 
on to say: 

We certainly are not trying to “muzzle” anybody, 
but we would like to have all “the dogs” do their barking 
from their own appropriate kennel, so that none may 
be deceived as to the kind and breed. Those who are 
Unitarian, Universalist, or pagan should be allowed to 
go their way unmolested in this land of religious lib- 
erty, but they should not be allowed to pass among 
the congregations as bona fide Presbyterian Christians, 
sowing their seeds of disloyalty to the Scriptures and 
to the General Assembly. One of the questions which 
I propounded to the editor of the Chapel Bell was this: 
“If a group of men raise the question mark after al- 
most everything that Jesus said or did, what better 
is it than infidelity or agnosticism, and in what else 
can it result than in a widespread skepticism, or in the 
possible enthronement of paganism?” 
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Is the next revival to grow out of 
school children’s evangelism ? 


What is the School Bag Gospel League ? | 
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By Thomas M. Chalmers 


























while reading the four Gospels given her, 

should sign up 110 other school children to 
do the same thing? This is what a girl did in New 
York City as a member of the School Bag Gospel 
League. This is one result of the new crusade to get 
children to read the Word of God. " 

. Thomas E, Little is a missionary working 
especially among foreigners in the Bronx, New York 
City. Converted himself at a street meeting some 
years ago, he delights in open-air work for the mul- 
titudes. Out of his activities has arisen the new 
‘work described in this article. Mr. Little has fur- 
nished the writer with the facts here included. They 
should speak with trumpet tones to all readers of The 
Sunday School Times. 

At the close of his outdoor campaign, near the end 
of last October, Mr. Little held an automobile parade 
in the Bronx. Various friends loaned their cars, 
which were decorated with texts of Scripture and 
made a striking appearance. A bundle of Gospels 
and many tracts were supplied to each car. The 
parade, winding through many streets and halting 
for various meetings, attracted the notice of thou- 
sands, and only eternity will reveal the full result. 

It was a week later. In one of the Bronx public 
schools, asa Jewish girl in line with others was just 
ready to enter the assembly room, she was seen to 
be reading a little book. Mr. Little’s daughter, 
Dorothy, just behind, noticed that it was a copy of 
the Gospel by John, such as had been given out dur- 
ing the parade. Almost at the same moment an- 
other Jewish girl turned around and asked the one 
who was reading, “How is it?” The answer was 
“Oh, it’s dandy!” Then the second girl asked, “Do 
you know where I can get one?” In that moment 
Dorothy, who was taking it all in, said, “I will see 
that you get one.” Then the girl with the Gospel 
said, “I have only five more pages to go. I will let 
you have this one.” 

The Christian girl went home and told her father. 
His mind got busy. Much prayer was made after the 
new idea flashed across his brain. He felt that surely 
this was a work of God presenting itself, and he 
asked for wisdom to know how to give the Gospel 
by John to the multitudes of children in our public 
schools. He believed that thousands, if not millions, 
of boys and girls in our great city and nation, if they 
could have a Gospel, would gladly read it through. 

The new work must have a name. As the first 
girl carried her- Gospel in her school bag until she 
finished reading it, the new movenient was called The 
School Bag Gospel League. 

After more prayer and pondering, the missionary 
went out in faith and ordered several thousand cards 
printed with a pledge for the children to sign. This 
card reads thus: 


THE SCHOOL BAG GOSPEL LEAGUE 
Headquarters: 367 East 148th Street, 
New York City 


“I hereby apply for membership in The School Bag Gospel 
League. I promise to carry in my school bag and read 
through the Gospel according to St. John. When finished, 
I agree to pass on the Gospel of St. John to some boy or 
girl, thereby securing a new member; I further agree to 
notify the League, which promises to send me a second 
Gospel; when that is finished, I am to get the third Gos- 
pel, then the fourth. When I finish the last Gospel, the 
League will give me a New Testament as a prize for my 
reading through the four Gospels.” 


Wie would you think of a schoolgirl who, 


Following this on the card is room for the name and 
address of the signer, with the number or name of the 
public school or high school, and the church and 
Sunday-school which the signer attends. These cards 
were secured not so much for the purpose of orga- 
nizing the work as for enabling the missionary to 
keep in touch with the boys and girls and to give spir- 
itual help to those needing it. 

By January 15th, the Gospel that the Jewish girl 
said was “dandy,” had entered forty-two _public 
schools, eight high schools, and five parechial schools. 
One Jewess had signed up forty-six boys and girls, 
a Jewish boy forty-nine, a Christian girl seventy, an- 
other Christian girl sixty-one, a Roman Catholic girl 
twenty. An Italian girl signed up fourteen in the 
Sisters’ School. One may see Jewish children pass- 
ing on Gospels to Jewish children, Catholics to 
Catholics. 

It is fine to note the eagerness of many children to 
: They sometimes hurry through 
the first Gospel given them in one evening, and are 
keen to get the second. The Jewish boy who signed 
up forty-nine was so pleased with the Gospel by 
John that he hastened to the headquarters, after 
finishing it, to get a second. Before leaving he gave 
his heart to the Lord and prayed this prayer, “O 





Lord, I want to know the truth.” A little later, 
when he started to work for the Lord, he came to 
the headquarters with twenty-two cards signed up 
and said, “I want twenty-two Gospels.” When he 
went home with them his mother asked, “What is 
this that makes such a bulk in your pockets?” On 
his telling her she took them and destroyed them all, 
then gave the boy a severe beating, leaving him with 
cuts on forehead and cheek. What do you think he 
did? He went out and signed up twelve more chil- 
dren, then returned to headquarters for thirty-four 
Gospels. What a missionary in this Jewish boy! 

Note the case of the Jewish girl who signed up 
forty-six others. When she first signed herself, at 
the request of another child, and received from that 
one her first Gospel, she read it in the home of a girl 
friend. Then she also asked for cards, that she 
might sign up her girl friends and have them read 
with her. She feared her mother, but her mother 
said it was all right for her to read the Gospel, so 
long as other Jewish children were reading it. But 
more than that,—she sent her girl to the headquar- 
ters, to ask that some one call on her. This girl is 
now in a Sunday-school, learning more about her 
Saviour. 

The latest reports of this work reveal it.as spread- 
ing in the Bronx and elsewhere. It has entered 
fifty-seven out of the sixty-two public schools of the 
Bronx, and has touched schools in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Yonkers, Chicago, and other cities. One 
lady in New Jersey, hearing of it, sent a gift of one 
hundred dollars for the purchase of New Testaments. 
Dorothy (Mr. Little’s child) has signed up all mem- 
bers of her class in the public school but five. Her 
teacher, a Roman Catholic, one day asked the chil- 
dren if they had a Bible at home. Only five were 
without some part of the Scriptures. Then she told 
them that they all should read. the Bible, both Old 
and New Testaments. 

Think of the work done by one girl, the one men- 
tioned in the first paragraph of this article! She is 
a Roman Catholic, yet has signed up 110 children. 
Sixty, of these have already read through the four 
Gospels and passed them on to others. Of the sixty, 
forty-five are Roman Catholic children. These sixty 
have ‘asked for and received New. Testaments, and 


cards are coming in regularly from the other fifty - 
children, asking for more New Testaments. 


What a 
record for one girl in getting ‘other children to read 
God’s Word! 

A Jewish boy was not able to keep a supply of 
cards and Gospels at his home because of opposition. 
So he asked a neighboring barber if he could use his 
shop as headquarters. The barber was willing, and 
for this courtesy the boy sweeps off the sidewalk 
weekly in front of that shop. This lad has accepted 
Christ. 

Another Jewish boy not only read the first Gospel 


‘ with interest, but played on the piano at home the 


hymns printed in the back of the Gospel. His 
re had him play three times “Jesus, Lover of my 
oul. 

A Christian girl signed up a Jewish girl. There 
was so much bitterness and opposition in the latter’s 
home that her brother went to the street where the 
Christian girl lives and beat her up so badly that her 
mother had to take her to the hospital to have her 
jaw set. And this mother took it all sweetly. The 
Jewish girl now reads her Gospels and keeps her 
stock of cards and Gospels in the home of a Roman 
Catholic friend. . : 

A boy who had signed up with the League met 
with an accident. He was taken to a hospital, and, 
while suffering there, was so bent on reading his 
Gospel that, being unable to do so himself, he asked 
the nurse to read it for him. 

In order to keep in close touch with the large 
number of children who have become members of 
the League, Mr. Little has divided the Bronx into 
districts, in each of which a Christian worker co- 
operates with the children, giving any information 
that may be necessary, and directing the work. The 
worker is not there to sign up children, but to instruct 
and advise those who are already members of the 
League. Thus this is a children’s work, starting from 
the example of one child (and that one Jewish!) 
and growing by the children’s calls for Gospels and 
Testaments. These calls are coming in very fast. 

The foregoing suggests what may be done in the 
schools of our land for all children between the 
ages of nine and seventeen. The idea is taking hold, 
and parents, teachers, and Christian workers in many 
places are becoming deeply interested. Many in- 
qQuiries are reaching Mr. Little, who is preparing a 
leaflet to tell others what to do and how. It is not 
clear what form the management of this work will 
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finally take, but prayer is greatly desired for the 
Lord’s blessing on the children, and that he will 
lead on to larger and better things for the great mul- 
titudes of children in our public ahd private schools 
all over the land. Surely this is God’s way of coun- 
teracting in some degree the efforts of the enemy to 
deprive the young of all knowledge of God’s Word. 
Some believe that the Lord will bring in the next 
great revival by means of the children. Why should 
it not be? Watch and work and pray. 

To furnish the necessary Gospels and Testaments 
will require much money. Yet the Gospels cost 
only three cents each (of the kind used), and a single 
copy often reaches a whole family, or even scores of 
people, as it is passed on from child to child. There 
are twenty-seven million children in our land without 
religious instruction. How they need some such 
movement as this! Every one of them should be 
given the opportunity of reading God’s Word in the 
tender years of their lives. The urgent need and the 
holy results already revealed should constrain mul- 
titudes of Christians and patriots to help forward 
this work all over the land. Why not seek to have 
each child in the schools of your town carry a Gos- 
pel in his or her school bag? 

The work under Mr. Little was begun and is car- 
ried forward in faith. Any desiring fellowship with 
him in it, or information as to methods of work, may 
address Thomas E. Little, 575 Jackson Avenue, New 
York City. 

New York. ’ 

we 


Church Schools and High School Credits 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


New York School Board. The minute the School 
Board gives part time to religious education and gives 
standard credits for the same, they have the right 
and ought to demand a certain standard of curriculum. 
And they can guard the grade of work done only by 
review of examination papers. I think the Board is 
right in making such demands. The school time be- 
longs to them, and they ought to set the standard for 
all work done during that time if credit is to be given. 

“T have never yet seen the way through the proposi- 
tion of week-day church schools connected in any way 
with the public schools. The least objectionable plan 
would be for the school to dismiss the children with 
the understanding that the public school releases them 
absolutely in so doing. Then it would be the business 
of the church to get the children and teach them the 
available time. If you are to use the public school 
even to compel the children to. come, the public school 
has the right to demand a corresponding return. 

“T,, too, feel that this whole movement tends toward 
control of church by the state.” 


Another widely known Bible teacher whose writings 
have blessed many, and whose experience as Dean of 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible gives his opin- 
ion weight, is the Rev. William L. Pettingill, who 
writes as follows: 


“I strongly suspect that the moving spirit in the 
present widespread movement to’ provide religious edu- 
cation in connection with public school system is ‘the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.’ 


‘I am slow to believe that any real good can come from 


the scheme as outlined. If history teaches us anything 
it teaches that there ought to be absolute. separation 
between Church and State, leaving each to function in 
its own sphere. The Church has a message for men 
from God; let her give that message without hindrance 
and without reference to either the approval or disap- 
proval of ‘the state educational authorities,’ who prop- 
erly ought to have nothing to do with the matter.” 


An argument that has been urged for discovering 
some safe method by which thoroughgoing Bible in- 
struction may receive credit from the secular school 
is drawn from the fact that young people to-day are 
working under tremendous pressure upon their time 
and strength, because of the heavy requiréMents of 
modern school life. If this pressure can be relieved-by 
a credit allowance for the work done in Bible study 
under competent, sound Christian teachers, such relief 
is welcomed by both the young people and their par- 
ents. This consideration, in itself, is a most reason- 
able one. Yet it would seem hardly best to let it be 
the deciding factor in view of the serious objections 
to co-operation between present secular educational 
institutions and Christian instruction. 

The whole tendency of secular education and edu- 
cators to-day is steadily away from everything that 
makes for Christian faith. Text-books and reading 
courses in schools, colleges, and universities are sat- 
urated .with evolution and anti-Christian teachings. 
The statement by Dr. Ellis shows what a fundamen- 
tally false basis there is for co-operation between an 
unbelieving part of the “world system” and the be- 
lieving, regenerated church of God, which is the body 
of Christ. Thus the testimony of these Christian edu- 
cators, pastors, and Bible teachers is a unit in counsel- 
ing their fellow-Christians to keep separate two things 
which God has never joined together, and, in this age, 
never Can. 
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sett Pratt, the psychologist, is a “Liberal” who 

thinks theological Liberalism “has put faith 
upon a much more spiritual and truly Christian foun- 
dation.” But he is a Liberal with misgivings, who 
perceives that “this emancipation of the human’ mind 
has weakened incalculably the foundations of re- 
ligious faith for millions of Christians before any- 
thing very substantial could be given them in place 
of that which has been taken away.” He is disillu- 
sioned and disappointed. “The glowing promises 
which we of the Liberal movement made to ourselves 
twenty years ago of a rationalized and newly vitalized 
Christian faith which should fili the masses with a 
more spiritual religion have not been fulfilled.” 


A LIBERAL’S Confession.—Professor James Bis- 


The Religious Education Association lives and 
works to propagate among young people the types of 
teaching which Professor Pratt refers to. It is a 
mobilization of theological radicals, Jews, and Uni- 
tarians, with a slight sprinkling of Conservatives, 
The theologians of Chicago University, shine in its 
roster, and are a principal driving force. Dr. Samuel 
A. Eliot, President of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation, is a vice-president, as are Mr. Julius Rosen- 
wald and Rabbi Philipson. President Southworth of 
the Meadville Unitarian Seminary is the director for 
Pennsylvania. Drs. Lawrence and Buck, secretaries 
of the Unitarian Religious Education Department, 
are members of its council. The names of Professors 
Soares, Artman, Elwood, Coe, Merrifield, Willett, 
and Mathews classify pretty definitely the tendencies 
and tones of the organization of which they are 
leaders. 

What has such an organization to do with the 
great evangelical churches, with their millions of 
loyal Christians? Certainly there is little if any 
common ground between them, and numberless points 
of antagonism. Yet we find the Religious Education 
Association actually engaged in drawing up an edu- 
cational scheme for all the Christian institutions of 
the country. Its “department of universities and 
colleges” has a committee for the standardization of 
college and university Biblical departments. This has 
been at work several years, and has classified about 
three hundred of the colleges. 


The Council of Church Boards of Education.— 
Professor Charles Foster Kent, the Yale Modernist, 
mentions (Scribners’ for March) “the Council of 
Church Boards of Education [which brings into co- 
operative relation the educational resources of twenty 
leading Protestant denominations] as a potefft con- 
structive force, through the educational institutions, 
for training the church leaders of the future.” It is 
to be doubted if many know of this Council. As its 
president, Mr. Micou, says, “Its work has been steady 
and quiet, without much publicity.” It has paid secre- 
taries and a monthly organ, “Christian Education.” 
It is intimately related to the educational boards of 
all the great evangelical churches. 

It is also intimately related to the Religious Educa- 
tion Association, and in this way serves as a liaison 
between it and the evangelical churches. Through it 
a steady infiltration of what the Religious Education 
Association stands for is to pass and is passing into 
the Christian schools and colleges of the country. 

I speak advisedly. The two organizations are 
working out together courses in religious education 
for “colleges upon religious foundations” (that is, 
denominatignal colleges). The Religious Education 
Association has further drawn up, a memorial on 
Bible as a college entrance credit, to be presented to 
college and university authorities jointly by the Re- 
ligious Education Association and the Council of 
Church Boards of Education, The Council also has 
its “commission to define a unit for secondary 
schools.” Professor Kent and Professors Price and 
Willett of Chicago University are on this commission, 
Practically all the literature recommended for such 
schools is Modernist—the voluminous writings of 
Professor Kent, the works of Willett, Soares, Peake, 
the publications of Chicago University and of the 
Unitarian “Beacon Press” (including the Rev. Flor- 
ence Buck’s “Life of Jesus”). This for high schools 
and academies! “More and more it is appearing,” 
says Mr. Micou, President of the Council of Church 
Boards of Education, “that our chief task is to unify 
all the religious educational forces at work in normal 
schools, celleges, universities, professional schools, 
and theological seminaries.” Dr. Kelly, Secretary of 
the Council, declares of the three hundred or more 
biblical chairs and departments in higher institutions, 
“The serious attempt to standardize such departments 
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has begun.” This is naturally awakening protests. 
“The complaint,” he continues, “is sometimes made 
that the modern college teacher of the Bible ‘upsets’ 
his students; that his teaching tends to unsettle the 
faith of their childhood. ne of the most ex- 
perienced and most scholarly Bible teachers of our 
country, Professor Wood of Smith Coliege, answers 
the complaint by the remark, ‘That depends véry 
largely upon what the faith of their childhood was.’ 
He gives assurance that the happier conception of re- 
ligion which it is the business of the biblical depart- 
ments to develop ‘is far more frequent among stu- 
dents. than it was a few years ago.’” 

It is perhaps cruel to tie to this the remark, of 
President Micou at an annual meeting of the Council: 
“The interdenominational student pastors are hin- 
dered by local pastors from starting re2!ly high-grade 
religious education on the campus, lest it interfere 
with the unpedagogical lecture courses which they are 
pleased to call Bible study in their Sunday-schools.” 
Then he adds, “The fact that the local committee does 
not permit student pastors to have dances makes 
the cleavage very wide.” 

Mr. Micou is the President of Church Boards of 
Education, the super-board of the Presbyterian, Bap- 
tist, Methodist, Episcopalian, Congregationalist, and 
fifteen other church boards of education! 


Breeding the “New Interpretation.”—The Univers- 
ity and Seminary Secretary of the Council of the 
Church Boards of Education is the Rev. O. D. Foster. 
His point of view is easily divined trom articles by 
him in “Christian Education,” Of the universities he 
says: “Out of these centers will come a new inter- 
pretation of life and. religion. The church teach- 
ings cannot be cast into the mould of antiquated 
ecclesiastical dogma and command respect. They 
must undergo the most thoroughgoing critisism, and 
be brought before the bar of reason to answer for 
themselves. Interpretation [of Biblical writers] 
should show the student that the doctrines of the 
Church were the best way the ancients had of ex- 
plaining their collective experience.” No suggestion 
is made that these doctrines either conformed to his- 
torical actualities or were the revelation of God. 

Mr. Foster looks to Columbia, Harvard, and Chi- 
cago to lift the Chutch’s faith out- of these dogmatic 
shoals. He “rejoices at the work being done in the 
great universities in the way of providing broad, 
liberal backgrounds for the flood of leaders there in 
training. The union schools of religion destined to 
appear at the state universities will be of further use 
in this direction. They will serve as feeders for the 
seminaries of the broader type.” 





A Liberal’s Warning 


Professor Pratt (quoted in the opening paragraph) 
hears the distant growl of the cataract, and fears for the 
young. “I do not feel that our generation have done 

uite our full duty by the young people. The tiller is 
dosies rapidly from our hands. We can do little now 

t impress upon our younger friends the enormous issues 
at stake . . . and the genuine value of some of the thi 
which in the lightness of youth they tend to minimize” 
(Yale Review, March, 1923). 














The Scheme in a Nutshell.—These Schools of Re- 
ligion at the universities seem to be one of the great 
objectives of the joint activities of the Religious 
Education Association and the Council of Church 
Boards of Education. They are not, as far as one 
can observe, founded in prayer. I have not noticed 
in all the raft of literature I have run through to 
get at these facts a* single mention of prayer, Noth- 
ing is more. striking than the thoroughgoing ma- 
terialism of these Modernist entrepreneurs. “The 
university,” writes Mr. Foster, “provides with its 
scientific method comparative freedom -from_ re- 
ligious bias. Adequately equipped union schools of 
religion at the great universities should be in a most 
favorable position to give to the world what it has 
never really enjoyed—a scientific theology. All 
these needs cannot be met without great sums of 
money. It is a most solemn fact that, unless the 
Church expects to bid adieu to a large percentage of 
her most promising young people, she must meet 
this challenge. (“Christian Education,” 1921, counts 
up with delight the gigantic sums in progress of ex- 
traction from the Christian public for allegedly 


Christian education. Jt totals two hundred and forty > 
millions, of which nearly seventeen millions are for 
theological seminaries.) “To succeed,” continues Mr. 
Foster, “the proposed schools of religion must have a 


‘recognized interdenominational agency to foster them 


[presumably the Council of which he is secretary] 
. ++ assurance of donors ... and security from un- 
necessary sectarian attacks,” 

There is the scheme in a nutshell, The money is 
to be given by the churches, and those who give it 
are to be forbidden to criticize the wildly rationalistic 
religion which is to be injected into the studying 
youth of the churches, 


Bible Training Schools a Disturbing Element.— 
One other scheme should be noticed. The great 
growth and prosperity of the Bible training schools 
disturbs these Christian educationists. They have to 
confess that the apostatised seminaries are shriveling, 
Mr. Foster in a memorable Hibernicism says that, 
“while men continue to knock at the doors of the 
seminaries in such insufficient numbers . . . high-grade 
training schools are essential” to displace the present 
ones, 

“Without such schools a‘ great proportion of the 
churches will continue to be forced to accept a pa- 
thetically inferior type of leadership, Churches call- 
ing to their pulpits men who have been attending 
inferior schools which adhere to views contrary to 
modern education and learning are not only mort- 
gaging their future, but are also sowing seed which 
will inevitably yield prolific crops of apathy, disre- 
spect, and even contempt.” If the old line Bible 
schools continue their work, it is a “solemn fact that 
a great percentage of our churches must be led by 
men who have not been provided with a foundation 
and point of view which can command the respect of 
even those who have but a superficial knowledge of 
modern science.” 


A German Philosopher’s Judgment.—Professor 
Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster, one of the noblest fig- 
ures in contemporary German life, was in his early 
years a typical neo-Kantian agnostic, the ripe product 
of German philosophical training, a lecturer to ethical 
societies and the like. Then he came to Christ, and, 
singularly enough, by the way of Catholic theological 
literature, so that at one time Roman Catholics had 
even anticipations of his conversion. At that crisis 
he simply had no conception of the richness and 
breadth of Protestant Evangelical literature, and 
when he entered into it found himself in a new and 
entrancing world. 

I have no doubt that there are innumerable 
young péople in American colleges who are just as 
little aware of this literature. Subjected constantly to 
“liberal” infections, their mental systems are unforti- 
fied against them, and easily fall into spiritual decline, 
Modernists are busy pushing their literature among 
them, and as we have seen are engaged in a schcine 
for standardizing student reading. Even from an in- 
tellectual point of view this means disaster. “It is 
folly to believe,” says Professor Foerster, “that the 
further back a work has arisen in the past, the further 
its removal from the burning questions and tasks of 
real life. It is a fact which only the most blinded can 
deny that in respect to the inner man the great docu- 
ments of the Christian spirit stand much nearer the 
men of every generation, and, rightly understood, 
can give far more than the ephemeral modern litera- 
ture can,” e 

One could wish that in the colleges a reading 
course in Christian literature (with credits) could be 
instituted which should bring some of this literature 
to student cognizance. Classics like Godet’s “New 
Testament Studies,” Stalker’s “Life of Christ,” Eder- 
sheim’s “Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah,” 
Plumptre’s “Biblical. Studies,” Turton’s “Truth of 
Christianity,” Ellicott’s “Christus _ Comprobator,” 
Godet’s’ “Luke,” Denney’s “Jesus Christ and the Gos- 
pel,” Uhthorn’s “Conflict of Christianity with Pagan- 
ism,” would make substantial contributions to the 
grounding of younger students in Christian knowl- 
edge. If to this could pe added systematic memori- 
zation of Scripture and study of the Greek Testament 
so much the better. 

For more experienced students there are works 
which are an adequate antidote to the current Mod- 
ernist output. One cannot, for example, commend 
too highly the two volumes of Professor Gresham 
Machen of Prigceton, “The Origin of Paul’s Religion” 
($3) and “Christianity and Liberalism” ($1.75). It 
is amusing to note how silent the Modernist press is 
concerning these two epoch-making books. Here is 
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remorseless logic at the service of Christian loyalty 
and a scholarship which puts to shame the best that 
Modernism can present. Dr. Machen tracks the 
naturalistic theories each to its utmost lair and slays 
them. “Christianity and Liberalism” should be made 
the religious best seller of the decade by the Chris- 
tian public. It is the surest spray for theological 
_ that has appeared in many a day,—a good 
gift of God for the Church’s enlightenment and pro- 
tection. And it should prove of especial value for 
orienting students as to the real inwardness of the 
conflict between Christianity and unbelief in the 
church to-day (both published by the Macmillan 
Company, New York). 


“The Church and Science.”—At the last (North- 
ern) Presbyterian General Assembly Mr. Best, the 
editor of the Continent, put three questions to the 
Conservatives, one of which was, “Can you give any 
instance where, when the Church and science were 
in opposition, the Church was right?” 

The question itself is not a wise one. It presup- 
poses, after the uncritical historical methods of An- 
drew D. White, two sharply opposed entities,— church 
and science. But this opposition does not exist. 
Plenty of scientists have been churchmen,— Newton 
and Kepler and a long line after them. Even those 
scientists who have suffered opposition, and indeed 
persecution, at the hands of clericalism, have them- 
selves often been Christians, as Copernicus and Gak- 
leo’ Galilei. Further, it is absurd to make the great 
mass of evangelical Christians responsible for the 
misdeeds of a handful of persecuting Romanists. The 
Church of Rome has within a few months made a 
canonized saint of the great Jesuit cardinal Bellar- 
mine. Bellarmine was the main instigator of the 
attacks on Galileo and of the cruel martyrdom of 
Bruno. The Society of Jesus and the Roman Curia 
are apparently ready to shoulder the responsibility of 
these misdeeds, and one feels no call, therefore, to 
excuse them. But only the loosest thinking would 
lay them to the discredit of “the Church,” that is, 
the great body of Christian believers. 

But Mr. Best’s challenge can be met with an illus- 
tration from the immediate present. The evangelical 
churches in the United States were in their war on 
alcohol long in opposition to what Professor Forel 
calls “the official science.” It is but twenty years 
‘since the Committee of Fifty, with its leading univer- 
sity presidents, its medical professors, and above all 
its liberal theologians, was filling the land with sophis- 
tical talk about “the food value of alcohol,” and ac- 
tually insisting that the term poison belongs with equal 
propriety to coffee, pepper, ginger, and common salt” 
as to alcohol (“The Liquor Problem,” p. 23). If 
these scientists could have. had their way, the entire 
anti-alcohol instruction would have been removed 
from the public schools. Dr. W. W. Keen, a medical 
professor in Philadelphia, was circulating his pe- 
tition among scientists to have the beer canteen re- 
stored to the United States army, and this was signed 
by hundreds of physicians and professors. There 
was here a fairly well-defined conflict between some- 
thing called “science” and the activities of the Church, 
and the Church was right. 

As a matter of fact the official science has quite as 
often been mistaken as any other group. In a recent 
French summary of scientific investigations I notice 
this paragraph: 

“The history of all science warns us that the sim- 
plest discoveries have been rejected a priori as being 
incompatible with science. Medical .anaesthesia was 
denied by Majendie. The action of microbes was 
contested for twenty years by all scientists of all the 
academies. -Bouillaud declared that the telephone was 
but ventriloquism. Lavoisier said that stones cannot 
fall from the sky, for there are no stones in 
the sky. The circulation of the blood was only 
admitted after forty years of sterile discussion. 
In a lecture in 1827 at the Academy of Sciences Girard 
asserted it folly to suppose that water could be led to 
the upper floors of houses by pipes. In 1840 J. Muel- 
ler declared that the speed of nerve impulse could 
never be measured.” 


Peking University, a Union Mission enterprise, 
is appealing for funds to the tune of a million. Dr. 
Timothy Lew, dean of its theological school (and I 
may add in passing, representative in China of the 
Religious. Education Association), announces the 
theological positions which his department is to take. 
He speaks of “the parrot-like repetition of set doc- 
trines” ; “the blind championship of the faith of other 
people”; “slavish acceptance and obedience to the 
deliberations of those who have lived before them.” 
“Our school is to become an efficient laboratory of the 
investigators and experimenters of truth. They are 
to build new standards, re-evaluate and re-interpret 
and accomplish that which is urgently needed to-day, 
—restatement. Future generations should find in 
the Peking school of theology a place where revela- 
tions are not the stories of by-gone days,” and so on 
and so on. Truly phonographic! 

There have been Timothys before this Timothy of 
Peking, and to one of them the Apostle Paul wrote 
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twice. Here is what he said: “Hold fast the form of 
sound words which thou hast heard of me... . That 
good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the 
Holy Ghost. The things thou hast heard of me 
commit to faithful men who shall be able to teach 
others also. . . . Continue in the things which thou 
hast heard and hast been assured of, for the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 
shall turn away their ears from the truth. Take 
heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine. Continue 
in them, for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself 
and them that hear thee.” And much more. 


Is the Russian Church to be Destroyed?—It is 
curious how difficult it is to get at the truth of con- 
temporary happenings, although it is just our time 
which as no other is equipped with all the material 
facilities for securing and spreading information. 
Take the Russian Church situation, for example. Ac- 
cording to apparently wholly trustworthy sources, 
the Soviet Government is determined to destroy the 
Russian Church. We are told how an anti-religious 
seminary has been opened at Moscow, to train propa- 
gandists of atheism, In this there are courses on 
Faith and Science, Religion and Morality, The Ovxi- 
gin and Development of Religious Beliefs, The 
Origin of Man and Religion, and Marxism. This 
anti-Christian seminary will, we are told, have special 
courses looking to anti-religious missions among 
Asiatics. The Government has also announced the 
near appearance of an illustrated journal entitled 
Bezbojnik (The Atheist), the editing of which will 
take place in this seminary. 

The revolutionists are charged with fostering 
schism in the national church, in the hope of weaken- 
ing it with confusion and internal strife. Its carte 
blanche to Roman Catholic, pPopaganda is considered 
another step to this end, and four hundred Romanist 
missionaries are busy breaking down as far as pos- 
sible the unity of the Eastern Church, One hears of 
new organizations fostered by the revolution,— the 
Free Church of Labor, for example, the United 





Women Who Sing—and Starve 


®The great Mother house of Kaiserwerth, from which ~] 
Lutheran deaconesses have gone out over all the world 
to nurse the sick, is now in great straits, and the nursing 
sisters are now on a regimen which closely approaches 
hunger. This institution pioneered the profession of nurs- 
ing among Protestant women. It was the founder of the 
Passavant Hospital in Pittsburgh, of the Mary J. Drexel 
Home in Philadelphia, and of an important Milwaukee 
hospital, and before the war had hospitals and schools in 
Smyrna, Beirut, Constantinople, Jerusalem, and Alexan- 
dria. A little American money sent to Mr. W. H. R. 
Schultz, 295 Madison Avenue, New York, will; thanks 
to favorable exchange, go a great way to relieve distress. 
One cannot with comfort think of “* these devoted women 
facing starvation uncomplainingly, singing hymns to God.” 














Apostolic Church, the Church of the Russian People, 
and, most important of all, the Living Church, which 
appears now to have captured the ecclesiastical ma- 
chinery and to dominate the general ecclesiastical sit- 
uation. This last is pictured as merely the facile 
agency of Bolshevist disintegrating intrigue. 

The Christian Sabbath is to be replaced by another 
holiday; after the conventional Jacobin fashion. The 
feast days of the Church have been occasions for 
anti-religious orgies. Cathedrals are turned into the- 
aters, and the churches have been robbed of their 
indispensable sacramental vessels. 

The New York Herald has published at length har- 
rowing details. Its articles have been reproduced 
bodily in Christian Work. But the editor of Zion’s 


Herald, who has been in Russia for weeks to get. 


exact information, tells us that the New York Herald 
press despatches marked “By courier to the frontier” 
were actually written in Paris! 


The Living Church has called down upon itself 
the anathemas of those Christians in America who are 
interested especially in “Catholic” interpretations of 
Christianity. It is, howevef, a mistake to think of this 
movement as primarily due to Bolshevist initiation. 
Its roots run back to a secular antagonism within the 
Russian Church between the upper clergy associated 
with the Czarist Government and living in luxury, and 
the great masses of lower clergy on the land. We 
have here the antagonism of two castes within the 
Church, and the lower caste is at last in the saddle. 
With the upper clergy have been:associated in the past 
the black clergy, or monks, from which class the 
bishops have been chiefly drawn. The antagonism of 
white or secular clergy against black or monastic is 
another line of division, and the white clergy back 
the Living Church. This reformation movement has 
suppressed the convents, and plans to transform them 
into dispensaries, orphanages, hospitals, asylums for 
aged priests, and agricultural schools. 

The Methodist bishops and editors who have visited 
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Russia believe the Living Church movement genuinely 
Christian in character, and worthy of evangelical sym- 
pathy. Of the All-Russian Territorial Council of 
April, 1923, with its five hundred bishops, archbishops 
and laymen, gathered in the Church of Our Saviour, 
Moscow, they say, “It signalizes the inauguration of 
a reformation in Greek Catholicism comparable only 
to that of Luther,” 

The delegates represented every section of Russia, 
including Siberia and the Black Sea, Ural and 
Ukraine regions; Its leaders are outstanding figures 
in Russian Christianity. The Congress set its face 
against many of the characteristic superstitions of the 
past, removed all restrictions on the marriage of the 
clergy, brought the calendar into conformity with that 
of the Western world, and expressed its sympathy 
with reformed Christianity. “Our aim is to purge 
the Church of heathen elements and to lead it back 
to the Gospel of Christ,” said its leaders. * “All these 
jewels, robes, crowns, sceptres, represent worldly 
pomp and power. We have to build a free church, 
rid of monkish ideas and on an evangelistic basis.” 
They have appealed for a million New Testaments 
to spread among their flocks. 

Certainly this ought to win the approval of Ameri- 
can Christians. The Methodist delegates declare the 
anti-Christian demonstration of no importance,— 
mere rowdyism, in which the Government had no 
part or interest. They give vivid pictures of Bishop 
Vedensky’s two-hour speech at the Congress, ap- 
pealing for a reformed church and a return to the 
religion of Christ. In the old service book, he pointed 
out, the name of the Czar appeared in capital letters, 
that of Christ in small type; the patriarch was de- 
scribed as “most holy,” our Lord as “the holy” 
Christ. Bishop Antonine of Moscow was a cham- 
pion of freedom long before Bolshevism was heard 
of,—the first bishop to raise the flag of revolution 
over his church in 1905. For this he suffered ten 
years imprisonment. It is not true that he is a crea- 
ture of the Soviet. Lvov, the leading layman of the 
church, is a man of aristocratic antecedents, whose 
one interest now in life is to restore the Christianity 
‘of Russia to the types of the primitive centuries. 

The Methodist delegates have pledged their church 
to substantial aid in-the establishment of training 
schools for Russian clergy. When they left the 
congress the whole body of delegates rose and sang 
three times the ancient Russian chant, Mnogye Lett 
(“Many Ages”), a pledge of everlasting fellowship. 

Mr. Prokhanoff, an engineer and prominent Baptist 
layman, writes that Archbishop Antonine with others 
of the reformed clergy have visited Evangelical 
prayer-meetings, and themselves taken part in them. 
The All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union, repre- 
senting the powerful evangelical movement that has 
been forging ahead in Russia outside the confines of 
the state church, has sent a fraternal message to the 
Living Church leaders, urging them to join in a com- 
mon effort> to re-evangelize Russia and to establish 
the Christian Church in Russia on the basis of a re- 
generate membership and New Testament teaching. 
This rapprochement to evangelical Christians could 
hardly take place if the Living Church were in Bol- 
shevist control, since the Bolshevists appear at present 
to be shutting up evangelical chapels in Siberia, requi- 
sitioning Christian literature, and carrying on a gene- 
ral policy of suppression. 


Notes of Varied Character 


He Climbed Mt. Everest.—Dr. Howard Somervall, one of 
the party which nearly reached the summit of Mt. Everest, 
has been accepted by the London Missionary Society as a 
medical missionary. After the mountain feat he was for 
ten days in charge of a hospital in South India, the only 
hospital in an area containing a million people. “What I saw 
in those ten days of the appalling need changed the whole 
course of my life.” .. . Two Guns Whitecalf is a Blackfeet 
Indian whose portrait appears on our five-cent piece. He 
has been converted and become a member of the Methodist 
church at Browning, Mont. ... In the Val D’Aosta almost 
under the shadow of Mont Blanc a Catholic village has 
gone over en masse to evangelical Christianity. The meet- 
ings are held in open air, but the people are raising money 
to build an evangelical church. . . . The President of the 
British Association is a Presbyterian layman, Sir David 
Bruce, K.C.B., F.R.S., F.R.C.P. Sir David was the chair- 
man of the War Office Commission for the study of tetanus 
and trench’ fever. As the director of the Royal Society 
Commission on sleeping sickness he is best known in con- 
nection with his discoveries relating to the tsetse fly and 
sleeping sickness. A Brittany Evangelist Gone.— 
M. Julien Sainton, who for forty years has preached the 
Gospel with indefatigable zeal in market-places and halls, 
from an automobile, in the back villages of Brittany and 
in the swarming quarters of Paris, }as passed to his re- 
ward. He was a good man, full of’ the Spirit, an apostle 
especially of the teaching of the Return of the Lord, who 
has brought hundreds, perhaps thousands to Christ. .. . 
Sir William Wilcocks, the great hydraulic engineer now 
working as a volunteer missionary in the C. M. S. in old 
Cairo, has just published in Arabic for the Egyptian peas- 
antry “The Words and Works of the Lard Jesus,” and the 
first of a series of books on the ‘prophets which consists 
of the stories of Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Joseph, with 
the fulfilment of their prophetic significance in Christ. 


New Hampton, N. H. 


















Girls’ Problems of, To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am having such an unhappy time 
with myself. I do not believe I am shoy..ng it to those 
about me, but I am discontented, and I am unable te see 
why my lot must always be work. I see so many getting 
so much pleasure in life; I mean harmless pleasures, like 
being able to go auto riding and taking trips, and having 
it easy, at least at times. 

To make my living I have to go from hand to mouth, 
and I hate so to be poor, I can’t understand why so little 
comes my way. Can you tell me why? I am nothing like 
as good disposition as I used to be.—DISCONTENT. 


Y DEAR DISCONTENT, half of your battle is 

won, because you are facing facts and you know 
why you are unhappy. Let us look at a few things to- 
gether. 

I do not presume to understand why God permits 
some to have so much of the material world, and so 
many of us to have so little, but this I do know, 
“Every good and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” 
(James 1:17). I am wondering if you are grateful 
for what you have? 

Come, count your blessings! Have you health? 
Have you a position? Have you brains to think? 
Eyes to see? The use of your limbs? Do you ever 
thank God for these and many more gifts? Would 
you change places with the suffering people of Europe? 
Are you glad you are where you can worship God 
and learn about him? Do you realize what life in 
America means? That the “lines have fallen unto you 
in pleasant places”? 

Do you think riding in an auto would make you con- 
tented? Would money to do as you please bring you 
the happiness you crave? No, no, my dear, you were 
made to get happiness from things more satisfying 
than silver and gold! It is a rare thing to see one 
with money who thinks he has enough, it is always 
more, more, until that which they have is unsatisfying. 

Why? God created us for better things than the 
things of this world, and I am sure he is giving to you 
and me all he can trust to us. He loves us too much 
to let us have that which will separate us from him- 
self. He longs to have you depend on him, and to have 
you come to him for everything, and “with prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 

Have you ever read the book of James? I wish 
you would. He tells us “Ye have not, because ye ask 
not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 
that ye may consume it on your lusts”! _God will not 
give us what will harm and weaken us. Let us always 
remember, God is ready to give us when we are in 
condition to receive. 

You remember, our Saviour “chose poverty,” and 
had not where to lay his head, and if he chooses it 
for us, surely he knows what he is dcing. He under- 
stands the cravings of the human heart, and its utter 
selfishness. Rise out of all discontent and into Christ, 
and all happiness will be yours! (Heb. 13: 5.) 





Dear Mother Ruth: Our church here in this country com- 
munity has been having one entertainment after another, 
endeavoring, as they say, to hold the young people, and 
to get others in the neighborhood to come to church. 

I have lived here for five years and attend church regu- 
larly, and they are not increasing their numbers nor are 
they gaining anything spiritually by their method. 

Last Sabbath our Sunday-school superintendent made the 
announcement that we were in debt about eighty dollars, 
and he suggested that we have an ice-cream supper to try 
to raise this money. 

I had never expressed my sentiments publicly before, but 
I arose and said, “When I look out over these vast fields 
of grain, and see how God is allowing the people of this 
community to prosper, and then asks so little of us in 
return for his goodness, I think we should pay out of our 
increase, and not resort to suppers and markets to keep 
up our church.” I then offered to. give to such an offer- 
ing. 

My opinion is that what the churches need to-day is not 
entertainment, but a revival of Holy Ghost religion. Am 
I not right? But I am losing friends, I can plainly see, 
by the stand I have taken. I long for the friendship of 
these people, but I just feel I must be true to my Heavenly 
Father, and these are my convictions. Am I fanatical?— 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR. 


Y DEAR OBJECTOR, the young people of this 

day are being starved, because they are not be- 
ing fed with the “Bread of Life.” If they want enter- 
tainment all the time, it is our fault for not giving 
them the real “honey.” - There is enough of joy and 
pleasure in serving God to keep any and every one 
busy. But we do not keep them busy in the Master’s 
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service, but feed them on chaff. They soon become 
dissatisfied, and hunt around for new “thrills.” 

No, my dear Objector, you are not “fanatical,” and 
you must be true to the light given you. And it may 
cost you something, as following the Lord closely 
generally does, But be willing to pay the price, You 
will, in all probability, be very unpopular. Satan will 
help in that, and do his worst (or best) to make it 
uncomfortable for you, and if you are a bit sensitive, 
he will cause you to suffer in consequence. 

One very important thing for you is to “keep sweet”! 
You will have to have much grace to meet the foe, 
but it will.be an opportunity to show forth the Christ 
spirit, if you are filled with the Spirit. 

Revival? Why, surely, it is the need of the hour, 
and it is coming! All over this land God’s people are 
crying to him to send a revival. Have you joined this 
praying army? May not this be his call to you in 
your little corner to lead your church to fall into line? 


Don’t be afraid to take your stand for the “Lord of 


Hosts,” for he can and will deliver you from your 
enemy. Only “be not afraid, but very courageous,” 
a you will come out more than conqueror. through 
im. 

Don’t “back water,” but go through with God! 
Don’t sit in condemnation on those who do not agree 
with you in this matter, but pray, and pray mightily, 
for no doubt you will set folks thinking, and the Holy 
Spirit will do the work. For you know and agree with 
me, I am sure, that nothing can be accomplished ex- 
cept through him. 

May the dear Lord give you wisdom, tenderness, and 
firmness to do his will at this time. 














Where Public Schools Use the Bible 


A Texas community where parents 
require its teaching 


By Merion F. Livingston 





























schools where patrons desire it taught may be a 

success from a human standpoint is demon- 
strated in the public schools of Hereford, Texas, 
where this subject is now. being taught for the sixth 
year. Here, twice each Week, the teaching of God’s 
Word to all children in the grades is a reality, the 
complete results of which only eternity will reveal. 

The work is presented along three main lines: 
memory work, drills, and stories. Through the 
memorizing of selected verses and passages of Scfip- 
ture the children are taught the way of salvation and 
the other great fundamental truths of Christianity. 
By means of the drills they are taught to turn readily 
to any Bible reference, and through the stories they 
are taught Bible history and biography. 

The Bible is one of the regular subjects in the Zrades 
of the public schools here. The Bible teacher han- 
dies this subject only, and follows a schedule, giving 
two lessons a week in each of the grades. The 
length of periods is the same as in other subjects: 
twenty minutes in the lower grades, and thirty min- 
utes in the upper grades. Thirty-minute periods 
throughout the grades could be used advantageously. 
As in other subjects, each pupil is given a grade in 
Bible at the end of each month. At the close gf the 
year the Bible grades are averaged with the grades 
received in other subjects, to determine the general 
average the pupil has made. The Bible work is cor- 
related with other subjects. The seventh grade pu- 
pils recently completed compositions on “Elijah,” 
based on the Bible stories told. These compositions 
represent the best the pupils are able to do in com- 
position work, and the thought necessary for the 
production of the composition impresses the Bible 
stories on their minds. 

The Bible work is financed by the four Protestant 
churches of the town, the Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Christian churches. Each church as- 
sumes a certain part of the Bible teacher’s salary. 
This amount is arrived at through an —agreement 
among the pastors of these thurches. 

The advantage of teaching the Bible in the public 
schools is at least fourfold: the children are under 
discipline, they are in a receptive attitude of mind, 
they are impressed by the fact that a knowledge of 
the Bible is a necessary part of their education, and 
there is opportunity for systematic review. 

The condition that makes the teaching of the Bible 
possible in the public schools here is the existence of 
a community composed largely of evangelical Protes- 
tants, who feel deeply the responsibility of the spir- 
itual welfare of their children, and whoa recognize 
the fact that the early years of life are the most fruit- 
ful for spiritual training. The plan is to get the 
Word of God into the lives of these children and to 
leave the rest to the work-of the Holy Spirit, for, the 
Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit. No doc- 
trinal interpretation of Scripture is made by the 
Bible teacher. 


Tztoo the teaching of the Bible in the public 
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Only Christian teachers are employed. The Bible - 


work has their co-operation when needed, as in the 
oy ona oy ang subjects. 
re is but one family of Jews here, There a 

a few Catholics, but they Lad 9 parochial aod. 

The results of this work are beyond human power 
to estimate. It is encouraging to see tiny tots in the 
first grade as well as older pupils vying with one an- 
other in quoting Bible verses and their location, and 
in answering questions in Bible history and biog- 
raphy. Our Lord has said that his Word shall not 
return unto him void. The children love their Bibles 
and the Bible work. Each child above the second 
grade has a Bible or New Testament. During the 
first three weeks of school this year more than one 
hundred Bibles were sold to the school children. 
These were bought by third grade children and by- 
some in the upper grades who had the New Testament 
only. In the first and second grades the work is 
entirely oral. 

The entrance into the human heart of the Holy 
Spirit alone makés possible the right solution of every 


problem of earthly life, and settles forever the great. 


question of eternal citizenship. Every child who gets 
a saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ will be 
a power for good in the community and nation. 


Hererorp, TEx. 


*“s Bible Institutes and > 
Correspondence Courses 


A GREAT volume of praise may well go up to God 
for the sound theological seminaries whose facul- 
ties continue to teach the historic Christian faith, and 
yet it isa sad fact that many of the theological semi- 
naries have departed from the faith, and are preaching 
some other gospel. In his discussion in “The Survey 
of Religious Life and Thought,” in this issue of The 
Sunday School Times, of the menace to’the Church of 
organized liberal education, Mr. Ernest Gordon shows 
that the Bible training schools which have sprung up 
all over America and Great Britain, and elsewhere, are 
a disturbing element to the Modernists. God will al- 
ways find his witnesses, and he has provided them edu- 
cationally in the form of sound Bible training schools. 
Having raised them up, he will certainly take care of 
them ir supplying their needs. It is to be hoped that 
Christian people will be praying for these schools. 
Thousands of soul-winning Christian workers in the 
pulpit and out of it have been trained at these schools, 
and yet there are other thousands who wish to know 
the Word of God, so ‘that they can teach it, and for 
these too God has made provision. Some of these 
schools themselves, and also able Christian workers 
and Bible students outside of these schools, have pro- 
vided Bible Correspondence Courses, which the hur- 
ried business man, the mother held down to her do- 
mestic duties, theclerk behind the counter, the stenog- 
rapher in the office, and others, may study at leisure 
moments, and in this way furnish themselves with a 
splendid knowledge of the Bible. It is better, of 
course, to attend a Bible institute or a sound theological 
seminary, if possible, and yet, if this is not feasible, the 


Bible Correspondence Course is available at the most’ 


moderate rates. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
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For I say unto you, that God is able of these 
Hy to raise up children unto Abraham (Matt. 
3:9). 

AISE up, egerai, is the word for resurrect. Out 

from under (ekton) innumerable gravestones will 

some day stream forth the children of the resurrec- 
tion, friends of God as Abraham himself ‘was. 


Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt (Matt. 6:19). 


Corrupt is aphanizei, The same word is used just 
above in the sixteenth verse of the hypocrites who 
disfigure their faces,—corrupt, aphanizousi, them. 
Hypocrisy is a rust that takes the shine out of faces. 


That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find him (Acts 17:27). 


Paul represents the uninstructed and groping na¢ 
tions of heathendom as feeling after, pselapheseian, 
God. The word is used in but one other place in 
the New Testament, where the Risen Lord exhibits his 
scarred self to his affrighted disciples with the words, 
“Behold my hands and my feet; feel of me [pselaphe- 
sate], and see. ... And he showed them his hands and 
his feet” (Luke 24:36, 40). Groping humanity had 
at last found the object of its search. Here was 
what the nations needed, the sight of the nail-pierced 
members which announce salvation. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Lesson for August 19 
Stephen the Martyr 
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How We Planned Our Rally Days 


Edited by Hugh Cork Yo. Wortitg Esite: of 








Wes is Rally Day? The gathering of all the- 


upils, parents, and true patriots of the school. 

Rallying to what? To the great objective of 

the church, namely, the reaching of the unsaved soul. 

What is the motive of Ralty Day? To bring the in- 

different, the negligent, the careless, the forgetful into 

the consciousness of responsibility, obligation, and duty 
to the school and to the church. 


To emphasize: The fundamental objective may be 


aided by the use of incidental things. On Rally Day, 
September 1, we held up to the pupils the idea of help- 
ing some one who could not help himself. We prom- 
ised the children of the school that if they would go 
over the city and find every poor child who neec 
medical attention, surgical attention, hospital attention, 
or any attention whatsoever to their bodies, their phys- 
ical condition, the restoration of their health, the 
straightening of their eyes, or the correction of any 
other defect of their little bodies, we would have the 
necessary work done. We asked the children to go to 
the home of the little club-footed child or the cross- 
eyed child or the sick child, whose widowed mother or 
helpless father could not render the assistance neces- 
sary, and get the name, address, and the consent of the 
parent or parents and bring the little suffering one to 
us and we would then have the necessary surgical, 
medical, or hospital attention rendered. In other 
words, we tried to focus the child’s attention upon the 
person needing assistance — physical assistance. 

Then we lifted the pupils’ attention from the body 
of the sick child to the soul of the unsaved child, and 
said to him, “It is more important to save the soul 
than it is to straighten the club feet. You have brought 
the afflicted child, now-you must bring the unsaved 
child to Christ. You have performed this helpful 
service as a Rally Day objective. Remember this is 
the program for the succeeding 365 days until next 
Rally Day. This is your work. These are your ob- 
jective points.” And it was a glorious service, and 
the best rally month we have ever had. We gave 
the children something to do —a reason—a program. 
Children always rally to a program definite and active. 
—Dr. Mark A. Matthews, Seattle, Wash. 
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John 3: 16 in Fourteen Languages 


HE most successful Rally Day program which the 

Church of the Open Door has ever enjoyed was 
given one Sunday morning when all the departments 
of the school congregated in the main auditorium. 
It was draped with flags representing every nation. 

One great purpose im view was to detnonstrate to all 
the knowledge of Scripture which our little folk had 
gained. It was an inspifation, and proved a great 
blessing to those who listened. 

As we are seeking to reach the various nationalities 
in all parts of the city, we had fourteen groups rep- 
resenting fourteen different nationalities in the school 
take part. -Each group, dressed in native costume, 
marched up on to the platform carrying banners upon 
which was printed the number of those of his own 
nationality living in Los Angeles, as well as those 
living in his native country, who were without Christ. 
That morning we heard John 3: 16 recited in fourteen 
languages. It was very impressive. 

Since then many boys and girls who witnessed this 
part of our program have said that at that time there 
was awakened in their hearts a desire to become mis- 
sionaries; and it inspired us to organize very soon 
afterward in different neighborhoods the children’s 
classes which have proved so successful.—Andrew J. 
Johnson, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Chalking the Sidewalks and 
Issuing Subpoenas 


E FIRST set our aim for the attendance, next 

we plan to hold as many as is possible. First our 
aim was three thousand, and realizing that not only 
did we want folks for the Rally, but we wanted to util- 
ize as many people in the Rally as we could, we ap- 
pointed a “Steering Committee,” whose duty it would 
be to direct all campaign activities. 

This committee then called together all department 
superintendents and officers and outlined the plan. 
Then committees were appointed from each depart- 
ment to carry on the work. No one except the Steer- 
ing Committee knew what the other committees were 
doing. We felt it would put a little snap in the cam- 
paign if things were kept a secret. 

These committees all met twice each week in dif- 
ferent parts of the building. 

The first step was to take a religious census of about 


two hundred blocks, for we have a down-town church 
and Sunday-school, then assorting the cards, giving 
to each department the names they were responsible 
for, they were instructed to go get them for Rally 


ay. 

Aside from this kind of visitation, we placed on the 
doorknobs of about six hundred homes, not in the ter- 
ritory where the census was being taken, an invitation 
card telling them of the Rally and inviting them, do- 
ing this on Friday night late, before the Rally Day. 

The committee sent each week two letters or cards 
to every name we had, telling them of our aim and 
urging them to be on hand on that special day. 

On Thursday night bef-re the Rally we sent a 
“Subpoena” to every man, woman, and child whose 
name we could find as members, which “summonsed” 
them to “appear” at the Tabernacle Sunday-school 
“next Sunday” at 9.30 A. M. without fail. 

On Saturday before the Rally we put a sign on a 
man and had him walk the principal business streets 
all day. On the front of the sign was, “Have you 
seen my back?” and on the back was, “Come to the 
‘Tabernacle Sunday-school Rally to-morrow to see the 
BIGGEST Sunday-school you ever saw.” 

The same Saturday afternoon, we had a large truck 
filled with a band from our Orphans’ Home, and ten 
automobiles. All had signs on them, and paraded up 
and down the principal streets late in the afternoon, 
when all the streets were crowded, inviting the folks 
to the Rally. 

After eleven o'clock on Saturday night, we had a 
number of people take chalk and write on the side- 
walks around the fronts of hotels and office buildings 
and at street corners telling of the Rally and the BiG 
school. 

On Sunday morning of the Rally we had a large 
‘number of men and women to go to all the boarding- 
houses in a given territory with invitation cards, and 
many other things that this space will not let me men- 
tion. 

The Rally Day came, and when the departments 
had handed to the general secretary their reports and 
they had been tabulated, we found we had present at 
that Rally 3,665! We had 1,243 men and 1,057 women 
over eighteen years of age, and 1,365 young folks un- 
der that age. 

Careful planning won the day with large returns.— 
Dr. Joseph Broughton, Tabernacle Baptist Sunday- 
school, Atlanta, Ga. 


Rally Day by Departments 


NFORTUNATELY for Calvary we now have no 

place large enough for the entire school to rally 
or meet in a body at a time, so for the last several 
years it has been our pfactise to rally in the fall and 
other special occasions by departments. While we get 
very good results in this way, I am quite sure that 
we would get much better results and the greater 
number rallied earlier in the fall season if we had 
an auditorium where we might engender the enthusi- 
asm of an attendance of four or five thousand with a 
fine Rally Day program and service, as we formerly 
did when the school was much smaller and the Rally 
Day program took the place of the regular morning 
service in the church auditorium. 

In the absence of this, it has been our practise for 
a few years for the superintendent td prepare over 
his signature a general Rally Day letter to the entire 
enrolled membership of the school. Department super- 
intendents in most cases prepare an additional letter 
for the members of their particular departments, and 
in very many cases teachers supplement by a personal 
letter to the members of their classes, and then a spe- 
cial offering envelope, generally for missions and fre- 
quently for a particular object. All this literature is 
sent either by mail, or in many cases delivered per- 
sonally, mainly by the teachers, to the entire mem- 
bership of the school from one to two weeks in ad- 
vance of Rally Day, which is generally either the 
last Sunday in September or the first Sunday in Octo- 
ber. Special attention is drawn to the Rally Day 
service through the bulletin of the larger classes, 
church calendar, and emphasized by the heads of de- 
partments and from the pulpit for a Sunday or two 
before Rally Day. In addition to all the publicity 
among our own people, a special ad or notice appears 
in the Saturday afternoon papers the day before Rally 
Sunday, and fhe crowds come. 

I know of no better Rally Day suggestion than to go 
after the officers, teachers, and scholars, including 
Home Department and Cradle Roll, in the most per- 
sonal way that can be devised to reach them individu- 
ally, and then wide publicity substantially as herein 
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outlined.— Nathan S. Faucett, Calvary Baptist Church, 


Washington, D. C. 
= we 


Rally Days that Reap a 2,000 Harvest 


HE First Baptist Church of Houston, Texas, has 
for the past four years had three very fruitful 
Rally Days — “Reorganization and Promotion Day” — 
in the fall; “White Gift Service” each Christmas, and 
“Mothers’ Week and Mothers’ Day” in the spring. ° 
The Reorganization and Promotion Day has helped 


‘largely to increase the attendance of the Sunday-school 


from five hundred to two thousand. The week preced- 
ing this special day, a complete survey is taken of the 
territory adjoining the church. More than two thous- 
and prospective members for the Sunday-school have 
always been discovered in this survey. It has been 


“necessary to add fifty or more new teachers and offi- 


cers to take care of the material found. The last Sun- 
day in September or the first Sunday in October has 
been set aside as “Reorganization and Promotion Day.” 
The teachers in the new organization are given names 
for their classes, half of them are enrolled pupils, the 
other half are prospect members. This day has 

a great stimulant for the school, and begins the fall 
work with new life and enthusiasm. 

For a number of years Sunday night preceding 
Christmas the preaching hour has been given over to 
the Sunday-school. All departments of the school have 
some part on the program. Every one attending the 
service is asked to bring a gift wrapped in white to be 
given to the poor and unfortunate of the city. This 
is designated as “the White Gift Service.” As a re- 
sult of this service, every Department of the Sunday- 
school is magnified and many become enthusiastic over 
the bigness of the Sunday-school. 

Mothers’ Day is observed each spring with a Mothers’ 
Day program in all classes and departments. The 
Sunday morning sermon on this day is a special ser- 
mon to mothers. We have gotten great results the 
past year by having socials the week preceding 
Mothers’ Day for all classes and departments. This 
has helped to get better acquainted with the mothers, 
and on Mothers’ Day every one from the Cradle Roll 
Department to the Home Department has been in- 
vited to attend the Mothers’ Day program. As a re- 
sult the past year more than two thousand attended the 
Mothers’ Day service—A. J. Flower, First Baptist 
Church, Houston, Texas. 








The Victorious Life 
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OUBTLESS many friends of this work do not 

realize what large current expenses are neces- 
sary for its maintenance, such as office rent, clerical 
help, stationery and postage, and the proper advertis- 
ing of conferences. A few, realizing the need, are now 
sending the Treasurer, B. F. Culp, Room 80, Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, a regu- 
lar contribution every month for such current ex- 
penses. Will you not pray that God may prompt 
many to do this, if it is his will; and will you ask 
him whether he would have you make any such regu- 
lar contribution, however small. or large? 


we 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be 
noted that some of the meetings here listed are Victorious 
Life Conferences, conducted by the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, while other meetings here listed are not in con- 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Connelly Springs, N. C., August 1-8.—Victorious Life mes- 
sages will be given -by Charles G. Trumbull at the Con- 
nelly Springs Camp Meeting. A beautiful woodland, near 
the famous Connelly Mineral Spring. Motto: “Christ makes 
‘free indeed.’” Board and rooms from $1 to $2.50 per day. 
For further information write to the Rev. Jim Green, Con- 
nelly Springs, N. C. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Middle West Victori- 
ous Life Conference. Further information may be had by ad- 
dressing Mrs. C. F. Groth, Linwood Park, R. F. D. 1, 
Vermilion, Ohio. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Cedar Falls, lowa, August 7-12.—Bible Conference. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Victorious Life Con- 
ference. 

Winona Lake, Ind., August 22-26.—Bible Conference. 

New York City, September 16.—Fourth Presbyterian 
Church (morning service only). 

Will you pass on the above information to those who 


may be interested in attending or praying for these meet- 
ings? Prayer is especially asked for the following needs: 
1. That there shall be clearly presented the all-suffi- 
ciency of the provision God has made in our Lord Jesus 
Christ for every need of those who believe. 
2. That there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of every one apart 
from Christ to live a life pleasing to God. 









THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


AUGUST 4, 1923 








ScEESEnEEREEENEEEEEEEEEEEEeEe 











| 
WESSON 8. 








§ Golden Text.—Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or an 
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AUGUST 19. STEPHEN THE MARTYR 


Acts 6:1 to 8:3; 22:20 


or nakedness, or peril, or sword ?—Romans 8 : 35. 


guish, or persecution, or famine, 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain gecagragne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 
ITH Stoic philosophy Irvin S. Cobb described 
in the American Magazine last December his 
narrow escape from death from an internal 
hemorrhage. His article was entitled “The Nearest 
I Ever Came to Death,” and he said in part: 

At no time that night did I appeal to any higher power 
for help. It did not appear seemly that I should do so. 
I had a conviction that the struggle was my own and that 
I must win it.... 

We are all of us going to die. Some may look upon 
death with indifference, some with shrinking dread in their 
souls. . .. To all such I, who have skirted the Valley of 
the Shadow, say that if my own experience is typical — 
and it surely must have been —then those among us whose 
lot it will be to face the finish while still in reasonable 
possession of our faculties will face it without fear and 
without bitterness, without reluctance and without re- 
pinings, without sufferings, whether phsyical or mental; 
we shall find it but a peaceful transition, an eternal change, 
mercifully accomplished. 


In an open letter to Mr. Cobb, published in the Pen- 
tecostal Herald of February 28, a Southern Methodist 
evangelist, the Rev. Raymond Browning of Hender- 
sonville, N. C., said in part: 

To you death seems just a shadow but to millions of 
Bible-reading Christians it is a thing so terrible that only 
the hope of the resurrection from the dead keeps us from 
black despair. . . Prayer to God in time of great ex- 
tremity is certainly no badge of cowardice, however you 
may seek to discount it. The first martyr to the Christian 
faith, Stephen, while he was being stoned to death... 
called upon his God saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 


Our Background Material 

‘Stephen’s name means “crown,” and he was the first 
to wear the crown of martyrdom. “The first martyr 
foreran the first Apostle of the Gentiles; Stephen an- 
ticipated that world-wide catholicity of spirit which 
Paul advocated everywhere in opposition to the narrow 
prejudices of Judaism. 

Stephen and the other six of the first deacons had 
Greek names, showing the reach of the Gospel now, 
and also the brotherliness and generosity of the early 
‘church. It was Hellenist widows who. were not faring 
on equal terms with Hebrew widows; those who were 
chosen to redress this grievance were all Hellenists. 

An excellent and exhaustive study of “The Office 
of Deacon” had been made by Dr. Edward Mack, of 
Union Theological Seminary, of Richmond, Va., 
though it is of course written from the viewpoint of 
the use of that office in the Presbyterian Church 
(Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Richmond, 
5 cts.). 

The Lesson Itself 

The etymology of the word “martyr,” which sim- 
ply means “witness,” but which always makes us think 
of a man or a woman who has died for the faith, is 
given by Dr. Ellis, and by Dr. Thomas under “The 
Graded Topics.” The slaughter of God’s true “wit- 
nesses” throughout the whole of church history has 
resuited in God’s raising up others, so that it has come 
to be almost a Christian axiom, “The blood of the mar- 
tyrs is the seed of the church” (Mrs. Hodgson, in 
The One-Minute Mission Talk). It is a commentary 
on the statement, “We can do nothing against the truth, 
but for the truth” (2 Cor. 13:8). 

The story of Stephen in its two sections with four 
parts to each is finely analyzed in The Lesson’s Main 
Message by Dr. Thomas. 

At the time of this lesson Pentecost is five or six 
years past, and, although our Lord’s last word to his 
disciples was that they should preach the Gospel to 
every creature, they had not yet preached it outside 
of Jerusalem (Introduction to Family Worship). 

There are many Bible teachers who believe that God, 
in his wonderful longsuffering, gave Israel another 
chance to repent and to accept Christ as the Messiah 
in Peter’s second sermon when he made that remark- 
able statement, “Repent ye therefore and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, that so may come 
times of refreshing from the face of the Lord and 
that he may send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things” (Scofield’s 
rendering of Acts 3:10, 20, 21). 

Here the promise seems to be national deliverance 
upon condition of national repentance —that Christ 
would literally come back to the nation as its Messiah 





Devotional al . : Rom, 8; 31-39. 

Lesson Material : Acts 6 81 pare - aed 
Memory Verse: And God was with him.—Acts 7: 9. 
Junior Topic: Stephen Speaks Boldly for Jesus. 
Lesson Material; Acts 6: 8:15; 7 : 54x60. 
lassrmediats sad Senior Toss, ‘the Firet Chalets Martyr 

1 ate ‘opic : ‘et i 'e 
Topic for Young People and Adults; The Spirit of Stephen in the 

jodern Church. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is ~ 
Acts 6: 8-15; 7: 54-60. 


6: 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great 
wonders and signs among the people. § But there arose 
certain of them that were of the synagogue called the 
synagogue of the 1 Libertines, and of the Cyrenians, and . 
of the Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and Asia, dis- 
puting with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to with- 
stand the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spake. 
11 Then they suborned men, who said, We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against 
God. 12 And they stirred up the peorle, and the elders, 
and the scribes, and came upon him, and seized him, and 











old, and then after suffering were compelled to ac- 
cept those very servants! He is showing that this was 
the case with Joseph, with Moses, in a sense with 
David in the desire to build the temple which only 
Solomon eventually achieved. . 

And the fourth point: “If the prisoner is accused 
of disloyalty to Moses, he shows the falsity of the 
charge by his constant reference to the Law, whose 
writer he quotes as a prophet of Jesus. It was not 
he, it was his hearers who were law-breakers. In a 
burst of impassioned words he charges the nation with 
its long continued crime, its murder of the Just One, 
and its outrage of the angel-given code. This is the 
end.... The rejection of Jesus is completed in the 
person of his first martyr.” . 


The Truth that Is Golden ‘ 

All true Christians are potential martyrs. It is a 
great privilege to share in this extreme way the suffer- 
ings of Christ, for the servant is no better than his 
Lord. Armenians and Stundists are suffering actual 


brought him into the council, 13 and set up false witnesses, ,martyrdom to-day. Would we welcome it if it came? 


who said, This man ceaseth not to speak words against 
this holy place, and the law: 14 for we have heard him 
say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, 
and shall change the customs which Muses delivered 
unto us. 15 And all that sat in the council, fastening 
their eyes on him, saw his face as it had been tic face 
of an angel. 

7:54 Now when they heard these things, they were cut 
to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 
5S But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up sted- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, 56 and said, Behold, 
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing 
on the right hand of God. 57 But they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears, and rushed upon him 
with one accord; 58 and they cast him out of the city, 
and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their gar- 
ments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And 
they stoned Stephen, calling upon the Lord, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, 
and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

1Or, Freedmen 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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then, provided the nation repented! But it did not re- 
pent, yet the merciful God gave it another chance 
under the powerful sermon of Stephen. Stephen, 
faithfully fulfilling his duties as deacon, became such 
a mighty witness that he is led to preach, before the 
Sanhedrin among others, and to give the nation its last 
chance to accept its Messiah. But instead of accepting, 
they reject Him in the stoning of the Spirit-filled mes- 
senger. What was it that so maddened them? 

Stephen’s vision was but extended in his death —I 
see Jesus,” he said (Mr. Smith, in “Say, Fellows —”). 
Hellenistic Jew, his vision was beginning to reach be- 
yond the capital city of Jewry out to the whole world. 
He did not, as he was lyingly accused, speak against 
the temple and the law, but his respect was not con- 
fined to them. He proves by the history of the Jews 
that they always resisted God. 

As Dr. Stifler says in his book, so truly commended 
by Dr. Thomas on the next page (under Reference 
Material), four thoughts stand out in this discourse. 
The first of them is that God’s dealing with his peo- 
ple showed constant progress. It was shown in the 
case of Abraham, and in the case of his descendants. 
Abraham didnot get at once into Canaan, and when 
he did get there he did not own the land except in 
the promise to his seed. All they did own was “the 
sepulcher that Abraham bought. Yet again: Moses 
“supposed his brethren would have understood how 
that God by his hand would deliver them; but they 
understood not” (Acts 7:25). The temple which they 
considered the end of all things began in the idea of 
the tabernacle, and even David was not able to finish 
it, but it was left to his son. God was always a God 
of progress, and there is something more beyond Juda- 
ism. “God was leading on, Stephen following, and 
the Jews, as usual, resisting the Holy Ghost.” 

Stephen’s second thought is “that the temple is not 
exclusively holy.” It was in a heathen land that God 
appeared to Abraham, that Joseph had his career, that 
Jacob and his family found refuge, that Moses saw 
God in the burning bush, that the wonders of the Ex- 
odus were performed, and from which “the lively 
[living] oracles were given to the Jews!” (Acts 7: 38.) 
Of all the good things to which Stephen, refers only 
the temple was given by God in their own land, and 
God was not confined to it! (Acts 7: 48-50.) 

In his third point Stephen is bringing out the fact 
that the Jewish nation, about to reject Christ as he 
upholds Him, will yet some day have to accept him, 
even as they continually rejected God’s’ servants of 





During his sermon Stephen’s face was shining like 
an angel’s, as he was being crushed with the cruel 


stones he saw his Lord through an opened heaven, and ° 


his repulsive death was only “falling on sleep.” God's 
grace was sufficient for Stephen and doubtless for all 
the martyrs. (Compare Mr. Howard; Family Wor- 
ship for Saturday.) 
Teaching Points 

The full record of Stephen’s death proves the state- 
ment of Scripture: “Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints” (Psa. 116: 15; Mrs. Askew). 

There is much complaint to-day that there are not 
enough preachers to fill the existing pulpits. If the 
test for choosing deacons was to be full of the Holy 
Spirit and power, would there not be more men com- 
ing into the pulpit as powerful preachers? 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

What made Stephen’s face shine? What is a shin- 
ing face a “sign” of ? (Mr. Ridgway, 1.) 

Was Stephen’s sermon a model for the ideal ser- 
mon? 

What evidence is there of courtesy in Stephen’s ser- 
mon? (Family Worship for Tuesday.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles ‘Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincrpLte oF CorreELATION.—Connect 
with the lesson related truth. from other sources. 








T MAY be well to begin by recognizing the original 
meaning of the word “martyr,” which we have 
transliterated from the Greek. It means “witness,” 
but it has so Jong since been baptized in the blood of 
those who counted their lives not dear unto themselves 
if they might but give a true witness, that to-day 
it carries this additional meaning. It might be well 
also to note that primarily a witness is one who tes- 
tifies of what he actually knows, not of what he be- 
lieves others know. It is undoubtedly the reality of 
the martyr’s testimony that makes him willing to 
die rather than repudiate it. A witness is one who 
not only knows the truth, but is willing to testify to 
7 The martyr-witness testifies to it at the cost of his 

e. 

It will be a good review of Old Testament char- 
acters, some of whom formed the basis of last Quar- 
ter’s lessons, to ask the class whether they know of 
any Old Testament martyrs. Would they regard the 
Hebrew children who were cast into the furnace as 
martyrs? Again, it may be a good time to suggest as 
an assignment some reading in “Foxe’s Book of Mar- 
tyrs.” Few of us know as much as we should of what 
the precious truth of the Gospel has cost those who 
passed it on to us, else we would not look so indiffer- 
ently upon the present-day efforts to discredit it. 
Stephen was but a “file-leader” of a great company of 
those “of whom the world was not worthy” who made 
possible for us blessings we scarcely appreciate. 

We used to think that the days of martyrdom were 
over because men had become so much more “civil- 
ized,” but at least it should hearten us to know of the 
blood-cost testimony of missionaries, pastors, and hum- 
ble Christians, not only in the China Boxer uprising, 
but in Korea and Armenia and in Russia to-day. 

Huntinopon, PA. 
























































Lesson for August 19 
Stephen the Martyr 
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‘The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 











L The Lesson’s Main Message 


HE story of Stephen is given continuously in 

two sections, with four parts to each, one section 

referring to Stephen in relation to the Church 

(Acts 6: 1-8), and the other to Stephen in relation to 

the Jews (6:9 to 8:4). All through we are enabled 
to see the sort of man he was. 


Phe Problem (6:1). The growth of the church 
was causing difficulty,.and the Grecian Jews felt 
their widows were being neglected by the Jews of 
Palestine in the daily distribution of food. But 
murmuring is a bad method of raising objections, 


_ The Proposal (6: 2-4). As the secular work was 
increasing, the apostles felt they could not and should 
not be diverted from their primary purpose, the Gos- 


pel ministry. So they suggested a delegation of the 


secular work to seven men of proper qualifications 
and character, who had a good standing in the church, 
were practical men of affairs and: spiritually qualified. 
This would enable the Twelve to give themselves 
still more definitely to their proper work. 


The Reception (6:5, 6). The suggestion met with 
instant and hearty acceptance, and among the seven 
men chosen was. Stephen, and the appointment was 
soon made. 


The Result (6:7, 8). The seven were all Greeks (by 
name), a fact that would help to relieve the situation, 
and the immediate outcome was a great increase in 
the church. Stephen in particular was greatly blessed, 
and went far beyond the immediate obfect for which 
he was appointed. 


The Accusation (6:9-15). But. Jews from outside 
were evidently impressed by what was going on (v. 
7), and some freedmen (Libertines) and others from 
various countries, Africa (Cyrenians and Alexandri- 
ans) and Asia Minor (Cilicia and Asia), began to 
dispute with Stephen. But as they could not make 
any headway, they bribed men to bring charges 
against him. The accusation was probably true in 
spirit, but not in letter, for Stephen seems to have 
been one of the first to see the universality of the 
Christian religion. Perhaps, too, his words had 
been - echo of the meaning of John 2:19 and Mark 
14: 58. 

The Answer (7:1-53).. Members of the council 
were impressed by Stephen’s appearance (6:15). 
This may be a memory of Saul as he watchéd and 
listened. Into the details of Stephen’s defense it is 
impossible to go (but see below, under’II). One 
special point seems to have been that all through 
their history Israel Mad resisted God and destroyed 
his messengers. With splendid courage Stephen told 
them of their sin, 


The Opposition (7:54-60). This stung them to 
madness of feeling and action (v. 54), but Stephen 
did not heed this, being occupied with heavenly 
realities (vs. 55, 56). But this only angered them the 
more, and it was not long before he was hurried 
out of the city and illegally (John 18: 31) stoned to 
death. Thus died the first of the long line of Chris- 
tian martyrs with a prayer to God for himself and 
another for his murderers. 


The Outcome (8:1-4). There was a fourfold 
result. (1) The death led to a great persecution 
and dispersion. (2) But Stephen was mourned and 
‘missed. (3) Saul was only stirred by it to greater 
fierceness and persecution. (4) A fuller and wider 
proclamation of the Gospel. Thus, from the first, 
the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the church. 


Devotional Reading : Romans 8: 31-39. Five ques- 
tions, suited to the ‘circumstances of Stephen, assur- 
ing of (1) God’s power (v. 31), (2) God’s provision 
(v. 32), (3) God’s protection (v. 33), (4) God’s 
peace (v. 34), (5) God’s preservation (vs. 35-39)- 


Books.—Among the books on Acts dealing with 
Stephen two are specially recommended: “The Acts,” 
by Walker, in the Indian Church Commentaries (The 
Macmillan Company, New York, $1.60) ; “Introduction 
to the Book of Acts,” by Stifler (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1, net), a valuable presentation of 
the development of the church at and after Stephen’s 
time. 


Il. Reference Material 


As no passages are given for study, it will be use- 
ful to notice two points in connection with Stephen. 

1. The Development of the Church. From being a 
Jewish sect, Christianity became a world-wide re- 
ligion, and the value and importance of Stephen lay 
in the fact that he was (as it were) the first bridge of 
transition. Though his teaching led te misunder- 
standing, there seems no doubt that he saw clearly 
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what. was coming, and the connection of Paul with 
Stephen (7:58) is always noted. 


2. The Defense of Stephen. This development can 
be seen in the substance of Stephen’s speech. There 
seem to have been four main points in it: (1) God’s 
dealing always meant progress; illustrated by Abra- 
ham, Moses, and David. (2) God never limited him- 
self to Palestine and the Temple; but was manifested 
in other countries as well, as shown by the places 
mentioned. (3) The people had always- been per- 
verse in resisting God and his messengers, as seen 
by Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and David. (4) They, 
not Stephen, were the breakers of the divine law. 
(A fine and full treatment will be found in Stifler.) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: The First Christian 
Martyr. The word “martyr” means “witness,” and it 
was only gradually that it became associated with 
witness by death. Stephen’s death was an illustration 
of his witness in life. Notice the following features, 
all stated or illustrated in 7: 55-60: (1) The fulness of 
the Spirit. (2) The realization of heavenly glory. 
(3) The consciousness of the presence of Christ. (4) 
Testimony for the Lord. (5) Courage in the face of 
danger. (6) Prayer to Christ. (7) Love for ene- 
mies. 

2. Young People and Adults: The Spirit of Ste- 

hen in the Modern Church. (1) Open-eyed and 

rge-hearted when rightful developments are neces- 


sary. (2) Fearless testimony for God in the face 
of foes and dangers. (3) Splendid character towards 
God and man. (4) Readiness to die, if necessary, 


(5) Christlikeness of spirit 
even when persecuted. (6) Thorough knowledge of 
Bible truth and power to impart it. (7) The fulness 
of the divine Spirit. If only these features charac- 
| a ates church, what wonderful results would 
ollow 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text and its context tell of three facts: 

1. The Great Peril—“tribulation, or anguish, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword.” 

2. The Greater Power—“the love of Christ.” 

3. The Greatest Proof—“who shall separate?” 
“more than conquerors” (v. 37). 


V. Leading Questions 

Why is the story of Stephen so fully recorded, 
when the death of an apostle is only mentioned? 
(Acts 12: 2.) 

Compare the appointment of the Seven with the re- 
requirements of’ deacons in 1 Timothy 3:8, 9. Were 
the Seven deacons? If so, why were they not 
called so? 

Illustrate from Acts 7:60 and 2 Chronicles 24: 22 
the two dispensations. 

What are the main points in Stephen’s speech? 

What was it in the speech that angered the Jews? 
(7: 47-50.) 


for the sake of the truth. 


“If Stephen had not prayed, Paul had not 
preached.” What does this mean? Is it true? 
PHILADELPHIA. 








, Lesson Calendar ° 


1. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3:1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life of John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ....Matthew 1 : 18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2:1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15.—Simon Peter ....John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 14: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke 5: 1-10; 22 : 31-34, §4-62; 
John 18:10, 113 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; 15:7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22.—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9: 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

§. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke § : 27-32 

6. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8:1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19:25; 20: 1-18 

7. August 12.—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10: 38-42; John 11:1 to 12:8; Mark 14:3-9 

8 August 19.—Stephen the Martyr Acts 6:1 to 8:3; 22: 20 

9. August 26.—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 
36, 373 9 : 26-30; II : 19-30; 12: 25; 13:1 tO 1§ : 12, 35-413 
Galatians 2: 13 

10. September 2.—Paul-the Apostle 

9 : 1-31; 11 : 25-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13 : 13; 15: 

36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 


evesee Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 


13 
12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1: 1-5; 16 : 9-18; Colossians 4 : 14; 2 Timothy 4: 
13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
214, 15 
14. September 30.—Review: 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Hodgson 


NAGArEA. a young Christian, was having prayers 
with his wife and children when some Hindus 
burst in, dragged him by his hair to the police station, 
and there beat him severely with bamboo sticks. His 
friends said: 

“Why don’t you tell the missionary? He could re- 
port your persecutors to the higher authorities and 
have them punished.” Nagappa replied: 

“They have not nailed me to the cross yet, and 
Jesus was nailed to the cross for me. He did not 
save me to have an easy time. I am willing to suf- 
fer for his sake, and perhaps I shall be able to kad 
those who beat me to Christ if I forgive them.” 

Many such a Nagappa — but newly converted from 
heathenism — shame us in our cool indifference and 
unwillingness to suffer even slight inconvenience for 
Christ’s sake. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed 
of the Church,” and one fears there are so few mar- 
tyrs among the religious crowds of these lands that 
there will be but a poor harvest to-morrow. It is only 
when one is willing to “fall into the ground and die” 
that there is “much fruit.” The life that eagerly 
faces and embraces death for the sake of the Lord, 
like Stephen, is the only life worth living, the only 
life that will show any worth-while harvest. From 
Stephen’s death arose the mighty apostle Paul. From 
the suffering of Mary Morrill, a young missionary, 
arose the “grand man of China,” General Feng, for 
when he witnessed her gracious bearing, even unto 
death, he was first drawn to Christianity. Who then 
will dare to lay down their lives on the altar of mis- 


sions? 
“The martyr first, whose eagle eye 
Could pierce beyond the grave, 
Who saw his Master in the sky, 
And called on Him to save.... 
Who follows in his train?” 


Niacara FAtts, CAn. 
La 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Doughnuts.— Stephen, full of faith and power, 
wrought great wonders (6:8, A. V.). No power to 
speak of without faith either in the Stephens of the 
first century or in the Tom, Dick, and Harrys of the 
twentieth. Faith is such a divine and sterling quality 
that power always goes with it and does wonders. 
The man of little faith hides his talent in the earth. 
“He doesn’t have the nerve to branch out,” is said of 
him. We say “nerve,” but we mean “faith.” Many 
a congregation is struggling along with poor equip- 
ment and in a half-dead-and-alive state with little 
force in the community because there is not faith to 
jump in and go ahead and do things. Power comes 
with faith. And Faith does things. Faith does not 
argue, it acts (Mark 9: 23; 2 Cor. 5:7). The dough- 
nut man puts his machine in the front window, and 
we all stop to watch the wires cut the dough, and 
drop and boil to the alluring brown. Then we go 
into the shop and say, “Wrap me up a dozen or two.” 
lf there had been in the window merely the usual 
baker shop pyramid of the toothsome rings, we would 
never have stopped. But that dough dropping machine 
and that sizzling lard captured a customer. Thus it 
is that when faith generates the power we get that 
which makes a Paul. For we are one of those who 
are convinced that Saul of Tarsus was the rough dough 
that the faith and power of Stephen boiled into Paul 
the Apostle. 


Faces.—And all... saw his face as it had been the 
face of an angel (v. 15). If you want to read a most 
beautiful commentary on the painting of the angel 
face by the spirit within go to the library and get 
Balzac’s “The Seamy Side of History.” To your utter 
amazement you will find, as I,did, the great Frenchman 
has written a splendidly religious story. It is a story 
of forgiveness to the uth powér,* and is about a mis- 
sionary society. Nobody ever thinks of Balzac as he 
does of George MacDonald, but there it is for your- 
self to read. Balzac’s contention is everlastingly true: 
God has so carefully designed man that what he is 
hangs its banner on his face. If Goodness dwells 
within she is always looking out the windows. If 
Truth has her home in the heart her playground is the 
lips. If any fellow is tempted to be a “dead game 
sport” it is well to remember that old Fast Life has 
the pen of a ready writer —sign writer— and the 
face is a beautiful bill-board. “All the town is on to 
him,” was said of one of Coatesville’s promising young 
men who let go of God and went the pace and thought 
nobody knew it. Every shrewd business man searches 
the face of the visitor who enters his office. All saw 
Stephen’s angel face, and among them was the boss of 
the stone throwers, one Saul de Tarsus. And the 
business was done for Saul. We can see it afterward 
in our day dreams and in our night watches. Angel 
faces are among our most precious possessions (Matt. 


18: 10). (1) 











458 


High-Water Mark.—Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge (v. 60). After you 
have read Balzac go and get Cable’s 
“Madame Delphine,” a story of the old 
Creole days in New Orleans. It is a fine 
commentary on this text. Yes, I think 
it is an important function that the Sun- 
day-school teacher guide his scholars into 
good literature, literature, please mark 


you, such as the masters like Balzac and 


the beloved George W. have produced. 
They call this lesson “Stephen the Mar- 
tyr.” Had I been titling it I would have 
written, “Stephen the Forgiver.” The 
best things are rarely the easy things. 
It is not easy to forgive even a little 
two-for-a-cent injury,—real or fancied. 
As for the fellow who by insinuation or 
falsehood and sharp practise got your 
job, your customers, your property, or 
your girl, are you praying for him or — 
what? There hangs Jesus upon the cross, 
false-witnessed to death — “Father, for- 
give them.” There kneels Stephen by the 
stone pile, “Do not charge it to them.” 
In two thousand years an unforgiving 
world is as uncomfortable as the unfor- 
iving man. France could never forgive 
ermany. Germany could never forgive 
England. China could never forgive 
Japan, and the whole world barnyard is 
in a constant turmoil because of these 
old disgruntled cows who would like to 
horn one another. And the world is 
spending millions for horns in spite of 
the dehorning conference held at Wash- 
ington in 1941-22. When the world gets 
Christianized somewhere near the cross 
and stone pile level it will be a world 
to live and die in (Prov. 24:17, 29; Matt. 
5: 43-46). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


= 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
, @ leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stempe. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the text i dic: t 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

Seeing the King.—But he . . . looked 
up...and saw... Jesus (7:55). While 
the work of rescue was proceeding among 
the ruins of Messina after the last ter- 
rible earthquake there one poor wretch 
was discovered in his last dying agony, 
pinned under a heap of wreckage and 
débris. Willing hands at once set to work 
to endeavor to release him, and King 
Victor Emmanuel himself, coming on the 
scene, joined in the work of rescue. Dur- 
ing the progress of the operations the 
dying man looked up, and his eye fell on 
the king. A radiant smile lit up his face, 
and as the last moments of his life sped 
away, he murmured, “Now [I can die. 
Long live the King!” The poor Italian 
could meet his death with contentment 
because he had seen his king. So 
Stephen, beholding his Lord and Master, 
could triumph and die in peace.—From 
the Sunday-School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, 
Eng. Prise illustration. 


Why They Went.—Looked up sted- 
fastly into heaven (v. 55). There is a 
famous true story of a wreck where it 
looked hopeless of rescue. The captain of 
the nearest life-saving crew ordered his 
men to launch the boat. “I can’t ride 
such a sea,” protested one. “Even if we 
reach the wreck, we can never row back.” 
“Boys, we don’t have to come back,” said 
the captain, quietly. In that spirit they 
put out, saved every person on the 
wrecked ship, and reached shore in safety. 
—From the Boys’ World. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Hidden Powers.—He, being full of the 
Holy Spirit (v. 55). Professor Huxley 
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tells us that in the soil of England there 
lie buried tropical seeds in bewildering 
variety. They have been brought by birds, 
by winds, by many agencies. There they 
lie deeply buried, these tropical potencies 
waiting for what? For a tropical atmos- 
phere. Huxley tells that if for twelve 
months we could have in this country 
tropical heat we should be amazed by 
the coming out of strange seeds, and our 
little gardens would bloom with tropical 
luxuriance. Oh, I think that powers we 
have never conceived lie buried in your 
life and mine[if we have Christ]—powers 
put there by God, and waiting for their 
proper atmosphere! Our lives are too 
chill, and so the seeds are non-germinant. 
But if the heat of heaven would come, 
I think those powers would troop out of 
their graves, and we should be amazed 
to see how rich we were in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.—From Dr. J. H. Jowett. Sent 
by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
ng. 


If We Would Hold On.—Calling upon 
the Lord (v. 59). A well known woman 
lecturer had taught infidel philosophy for 
many years, and at last was stricken with 
a fatal illness. As she lay on her death- 
bed her friends gathered round her and 
sought to comfort her by pgeuene much 
of her teaching. One of them finished 
by saying: “Hold on! Hold on to the 
last!” “But what can I hold on to?” was 
the sad reply. This answer so impressed 
a skeptic standing by that he became 
anxious to know the truth, and in time 
accepted Christ as his Saviour. Christ 
is the only Rock to hold on by when life 
fails—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Friendly Microscope.—T hey stoned 
Stephen (v. 59). Through a microscope 
an Indian was shown the germs in the 
water from the Ganges, and was told not 
to drink that water any more. He didn’t 
like the look of the germs wriggling 
round in the water, so he took a heavy 
stick and broke the microscope and con- 
tinued to drink the water. Stephen was 
the Jews’ microscope, and they did away 
with him.—Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


When We Are Knocked.—Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge (v. 60). On 
one occasion a nurse in one of the Lon- 





don hospitals complained to the Chaplain- 
General to the Forces that she had been 
rudely treated by some of the patients. 
“Thank God for that!” was the reply. 
“What do you mean?” asked the aston- 
ished nurse. “Why,” said the Bishop, “if 
you are carrying a vessel and somebody 
knocks up against you, you can only spill 
out of the vessel what is inside. And 
when people misjudge and persecute us, 
we can only spill what is inside. In the 
case of a godless man, he will probably 
swear. But if you are Christ-filled, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, you will manifest the 
gentleness of Christ and make men as- 
tonished.— From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we would be faithful witnesses for thee. We 
have again and again sinned against thee 
by silence or by conformity to that which 
would be displeasing to thee. We have not 
taken our stand boldly in the face of the 
laughter or contempt of companions when 
thy name has been lightly held. We pray 
thee that thou wilt give us the courage of 
true witnesses who are not afraid to bear 
thy name, and who dare to stand true to 
thee in the face of whatever may be said 
or done to the contrary. Teach us, we 
pray thee, the deep and beautiful lessons 
from the life of Stephen; and if we do not 
have the privilege of dying for thee, as he 
did, may we still have the privilege of liv- 
ing day by day in the midst of ordinary 
duties as true and outspoken friends of thine, 
faithful to thee on every occasion. We ask 
this in thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A missionary who 
had been a timid boy and had no idea 
that he would ever be very brave told a 
friend that when he was called upon to 
ride straight through a murderous mob 
in a city in. Turkey, and interview the 
Governor in order to persuade him to 
stop the massacre, he found, to his sur- 
prise, that he was not afraid; indeed he 
did not think anything about fear. He 
believed he ought to see the Governor, 
and went straight through all the dangers 
in order to find him, without thinking of 
the risk. Thus it is that God gives cour- 
age to a man in accordance with the duty 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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that he lays upon him. Thus it was that 
Stephen, before the council, was so in- 
tent upon his testimony for Christ that 
his face looked like the face of an angel. 
He was not thinking about the danger to 
himself ; he was eager to testify concern- 
ing Christ. And when the crowd at- 


tacked him, he was not looking at them, ~ 


but up into Heaven, and there he saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God. Then, just before he 
fell asleep, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” How cheap and vile and sinful 
are the little and the big denials of our 
Lord into which we have fallen, when 
laid alongside the witness of Stephen 


_with his angel face, his heavenward look, 


his prayer for forgiveness of his ene- 
mies! Oh, how much’ we need to be 
courageous and to stand bravely for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, no matter what may 
come to us! Let us pray. 





Srepuen [)aRiNc FoR Jesus 


WOULD | DO LIKEWISE? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
“Jerusalem the Golden.” f 
“Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

“Sound the battle-cry.” 
“Who is on the Lord’s side.” ~« 
“Dare to be brave.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 
“Encamped along the hills of light.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in page 
entheses, gefer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Thy Guardian” (254: 1, 3, 4). Psalm 121 : 1-8, 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 96:1-7, 13. 
“Praise His Matchless Worth” (144 : 1-3). 
Psalm 68:4, §, 18-20, 32-39. 
“Thy Word and Works Unmoved Remain” 
(248 : 1-3). Psalm 119 : 89-9$. 


For the Priniary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Review.—Friends and followers of 
Jesus have proved their love to him in 
many different ways: Mary, his mother, 
gave him loving care and taught him 
about his Father in Heaven; Mary Mag- 
dalene prepared and brought sweet spices 
for the tomb of Jesus; she carried the 
message to the disciples, that Jesus had 
risen from the dead; Mary of Bethany 
showed her love by listening to Jesus’ 
words and pouring her precious perfume 
over his head and feet. (If pictures 
were used with former lessons, show 
them in recalling Jesus’ friends.) 

Mention Martha, who prepared the 
supper, Peter, John, and Matthew, tell- 
a in a2 moment how each proved his 
ove, 


Lesson Teaching.—Sometimes love ig 
proved by death. 


Introduction—I£ Memorial Day was 
observed in your town or city, the chil- 
dren will remember that the graves of 
soldiers and sailors, also the monuments 
erected to their honor, were decorated 
with flags and flowers. Each year these 
brave men are remembered. Their mon- 
uments are a constant reminder that they 
were faithful unto death. Would you like 
to hear the story of a brave hero, whose 
memorial is a gate instead of a monu- 
ment? His name was Stephen. 

Lesson Story.—Around the city of Je- 
rusalem, where Jesus used to teach, is 
a high stone wall with gates on every 
side. One of these is called St. Stephen’s 
Gate, because Stephen proved that he 
was willing to die for Jesus. 

After Jesus returned to his heavenly 
home, his friends and followers formed 
a church to win other followers. Peter 
became a great preacher. Before long 
Peter and John were put in prison for 
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Lesson for August 19 
Stephen the Martyr 


preaching. As soon as they were free, 
they bravely preached again. The church 
grew larger and stronger, so that extra 
helpers were needed, to look after poor 
people and other things. Seven good 
men were chosen. One of them was 
Stephen. 

Before long Stephen began to preach 
and teach, too. Some of those who heard 
him asked hard questions, which Stephen 
answered wisely; others found fault and 
stirred up the people to try to stop his 


_preaching about Jesus. He was arrested 


and taken before the council, where false 
witnesses told what was not true about 
his work. When people looked at 
Stephen, they were surprised because his 
face looked like the face of an angel. 
It must have been because “God was with 
him” and: that he was praying that his 
Heavenly Father would help him to say 
just the right words when he had a 
chance to s 1 

After the false witnesses had spoken, 
the high -_ said to Stephen, Are these 
things so? Then Stephen began his story 
by saying, Brethren and fathers. 

Stephen told how God called Abraham 
to leave his old home for the Promised 
Land, which was to be given to him and 
his people some day and that it was the 
very same land in which they were all 
living, as he talked to them. Stephen 
told of God’s promises to Isaac, Jacob, 
and Joseph; how Joseph was sold into 
Egypt, yet he became the governor. The 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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“truth, but when he began to tell them 
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people bceame slaves, but the Lord sent 
Moses to lead them out of Egypt back 
to their Promised Land. Joshua became 
their leader and helped them to make 
their homes there. Stephen told how 
David became their king, how Solomon 
built God’s temple in Jerusalem, where 
he was talking to them. 

Everybody knew that Stephen spoke the 


that they had not been friends of Jesus, 
they became angry and would not listen. 
They even stopped their ears, then rushed 
at Stephen. Again his face looked like 
an angel’s. He seemed to look beyond 
those angry people, into heaven, where 
he saw the glory of God. Then the peo- 
ple heard him say, Behold! I see the 
heavens opened, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God. 

The angry people would not hear any 
more. They shouted, then rushed at 
Stephen and dragged him outside the city 
gate, and threw stones at him. Some 
of them heard Stephen pray, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit: God ‘was‘with him, for 
he knelt down and prayed in a loud 
voice for his enemies: Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge. When he had said 
this, he fell asleep. That was hundreds 
of years ago, but that is the reason why 
the gate through which they took Stephen 
is known as St. Stephen’s Gate, in mem- 
ory of him. 

A young man, named Saul, who stood 
so near that day that he saw and heard 
what happened, never forgot it. Another 
story will tell us how Stephen’s bravery 
helped Saul to become a friend and fol- 
lower of Jesus Christ. 


Peoria, IL. 
we: 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “The story of a short life.” 
2. The “power of an endless life.” 











HEN recently a bolt of lightning 

translated a young girl from earth 
to heaven in an instant’s time, we who 
had known and loved her splendid Chris- 
tian girlhood said, “What a short life! 
How suddenly ended and how strange 
that one whose service ‘for the Master 
was in its firstfruit should be so unex- 
pectedly cut off!” For Mary Louise was 
in the full flush of vigorous, happy young 











womanhood, preparing for a marriage 
that promised an even richer future, in 
the Christian business she had so gen- | 
erously given herself to since childhood, 
than hér first years had seen. Some- 
thing like it must have been the death 
of Stephen, to those who loved him dur- 
ing his short and glorious life. Imagine 
his mother’s heart, his sister’s, his wife’s, 
that day the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man 
named Saul, that they might cast the 
stones which should end that beautiful 
life here on earth! 

“He was so good!” they must have 
thought, “so pure and true, so strong and 
splendid! His service for the Master 
had just well begun —what might not 
one so devoted have done had he been 
spared to live out his natural life? How 
strange that God let these wicked men 
end his life so early! Does God know 
and care, after all?” 

But, unless they, too, were among the 
early martyrs to their faith, those sor- 
rowing hearts must have lived to see how 
gloriously God used that very death, 
which crowned that short life with a mar- 
tyrdom that shines undimmed till now, 
with richer fruits than any life could 
bear, even such a life as Stephen’s would 
have been, had it been lived out on earth. 


1. After such an introduction as this, 
pause to gather the few but blessed facts 
we know about his short life. Have one 
girl prepared to give them, story-fashion. 
They are all found in two brief chap- 
ters of the Acts, 6 and 7; but she must 
not miss the beauty of that life because 
its record is short. Let her read, with 
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Preach the Word; be instant ‘ : * * * Woe is unto me 
tn season, out of season. U I preach not the Gospel. 
—2 Tim, 4: 2. —2 Cor. 9: 16. 


We fully equip and train young men and women to preach the 
gospel, and for places of leadership in Christian work—the ministry, 
mission field, Bible teaching, etc. To measure up to the require- 
ments expected of such a school, the faculty and Board of Directors 
have decided to provide a materially strengthened curriculum and make 
the work of the Day School cover a 


THREE YEAR COURSE OF STUDY 


3 terms each year—12 weeks each term 


The curriculum will, in all probability, include Fundamental 
Principles—inspiration, right divisions, how we got our Bible, 
testimony of archzology, manuscripts, etc., chapter summary ; 
the great Doctrines of the Bible, systematic theology ; Book Study— 
Old and New Testament; Bible and Church History; Missions, 
comparative religions; Personal and Public Evangelism, modern 
religious philosophies; ‘TTeacher-Training, Sunday School methods ; 
Homiletics, public speaking and reading, pastoral problems; English ; 
Music—Gospel Singing; Practical Work—assignments to hospitals, 
missions, out-door preaching, etc.; New Testament Greek; special 
instruction along needed lines. 


The demands of the work have also made it necessary to take 
over the adjoining hospital property, 1725 Spring Garden Street, and 


furnish and equip it for office and dormitory use. This will practically ‘ 


DOUBLE THE FLOOR SPACE and give ample room for the care of 
dormitory students. 


With a sincere desire to help the children of God to a right un- 
derstanding of the Word of God, we have not only provided a well- 
balanced course of study for the men and women who come to 
us for training, but we help them to make the teaching real to and in 
their lives—we help them to grow in grace as well as in knowl- 
edge. We stress Christian living, as well as Christian doctrine. 


There is no charge for tuition 





The School depends upon the free-will offerings of the Lord’s stew- 
ards for its development and maintenance. Please send for “Left Un- 
finished.”’ 


There is a crying need for Bible-taught men and women today, and 
properly equipped schools to train them. False teachers and false 
prophets abound, and their strength lies in the ignorance of God’s people 
Biblically. These false teachers are courteous and gentlemanly in their 
methods, but the poison of Satan lies under their tongues, Our young 
people are ensnared by their culture. 


THE EVENING SCHOOL 


The full course of instruction covers four years. There are three 
terms of twelve weeks each, with two evenings per week. ‘The cur- 
riculum includes the fundamental courses taught in the Day School, 
with practically the same teachers. Special courses and classes are 
conducted for students who cannot take the full course. 





For full information, roster, prospectus, admission requirements, etc., 
write 


J. DAVIS ADAMS, Ceneral Secretary, 
1721-25 Sprinc GARDEN STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 
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LJ has a large variety of 
Contributed Articles on Timely Subjects : 














Leading Editorials by Dr. James M. Gray. 

Higher Critic Backs Water—W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D.— 
Dr. C. 1. Scofield on Acts 15—Gray. 

The Hebrew Vowel Points—Correspondence. 

Why Make Investments in Pain?—Rev. C. G. Hazard. 


How the Dream of a Little Jewish Boy Came True—Solomon = 
Birnbaum. 


A Mother Appeals to Fathers. 

Mr. Bryan Replies to the Chicago Tribune. 
The Chicago Tribune Answers Mr. Bryan. 
What President Mullins Said at Kansas City. 
Besides regular departmental features. 


20 cents a copy—$2.00 a year. 
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Your Class of Girls 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


open heart and mind, every word therein, 
especially noting verses 3, 5, 8, and 15 in 
the 6th chapter, with 54, 55, 56, 59 
and 60 in the 7th. Where in all history 
even in Bible history, is more said about 
a man? 

What more could be said about 
the real character and soul than here we 
find the Holy Spirit saying to us about 
this young man? That he was the first 
who laid down his life for his faith in 
the Lord Jesus is not the only reason his 
“face shone as if it had been the face 
of an angel.” It was the faith and grace 
of which Stephen was full that enabled 
him to see that Lord in glory, ere the 
gates opened to receive his spirit — the 
very first glimpse given to any on earth 
of the ascended Jesus! It was that same 
grace which had empowered him to work 
great wonders and signs among the peo- 
ple which brought to his lips that prayer 
so like unto his Lord’s, in spirit, as he 
was dying in agony beyond the telling! 
It was this same sweet grace which 
laid him down in peace “to sleep,” even 
under the stones that took away his last 
breath! 


2. The life was ended on earth that 
day — but, ah! not the story of that life! 
That has never ended, nor will it while 
time lasts. Even eternity will be telling 
more of it, as long as men and women 
come into the presence of God, “saved by 
grace,” as Stephen was, and as Saul of 
Tarsus was, who saw that day in 
Stephen’s eyes and heard in Stephen’s 
voice that which only that grace can im- 
part, and that which he could not forget, 
not even with all the fury of his efforts 
to drive it from the earth! Read Acts 
22: 1-21, especially noting 20, for Saul’s 
own testimony to the power of Stephen’s 
witness in his own life. 

Stephen lived on in Paul, the greatest 
ef the apostles to the Gentiles. He lived 
again in the presence of his Lord, whom 
he had honored as few on earth have 








done. May this same power of an end-| 
less life be yours, and your girls’. Think 
you that the lightning, that summer morn- 
ing by the Georgia seaside, ended “Mary 
Louise’s” life? There are, where she 
lived her twenty-odd short years on earth, 
many girls who can never forget her 
witness for her Master, in whose lives she 
will live on and on here, even while her 
translated soul lives in the very presence 
of his glory whom she loved and for whom 
she lived. And we who lived here with her | 
may see, as doubtless did Stephen’s own 
dearest ones, the blessed fruit of her | 
faith and grace — “the power of an end- 


less life.” 
Home Study 


_Read and re-read Acts 6 and 7, and 
memorize at least 7: 54-60. 


Decatur, Ga. 





we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The telescope eye. 
Discussion: Noting some of the great 
modern inventions relating to land and 
sea and air, in science and art, in let- 
ters and medicine, recall how the in- 
ventor had first to have a vision far be- 
yond the knowledge of his generation. 
What does the eye of faith see in the 
spiritual world? 

Objective: For power, fix your eye 
upon Christ. 











AY, fellows, let me introduce to you 

The Man with the Telescope Eye. 
The keyword to Stephen is “I see.” See- 
ing far was the big factor in making one 
of the most remarkable careers in the 
Bible and in all history. Stephen was 
great, not only because of what he did 
in his short lifetime and in his death, 
but because of the first widespread proc- 
lamation of the Gospel which sprang 
from his martyrdom (see Acts 11:19). 

Stephen had a backbone like a steel | 
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our series of Sunday-School Lessons 











for Young People 


(for ages between 18 and 23, inclusive) 
Beginning October 1, 1923 | P 


The Westminster 


Board will add to its seri 


a quarter. 


Send for “‘A 


Two New Quarterlies 


Young People’s Quarterly 


(International Uniform Lessons.) Beginning October 1, 1923, the 
of lesson helps of the Uniform Lessons, 
| | The Young People’s Uniform Lesson Quarterly. 


Subscription Rates: Pupil’s Edition, 60 cents a year, 15 cents 


Young People’s Student’s Quarterly 


(Westminster Departmental Graded Series.) The Young People’s 
Quarterly, for ages 18 to 23 years, inclusive, for both Student and 
Teacher, in a three-year course. 

Subscription Rates: Teacher’s Edition, 60 cents a year, 15 cents a 
quarter; Pupil’s Edition, 60 cents a year, 15 cents a quarter. 


| Young People’s Teacher’s Quarterly 


t’’’ Circular 

















PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT 


Beard of Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


(The Westminster Press) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


New York, 156 Fifth Ave. icago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. 
Nashville, 711 Church St. San Francisco, 278 Post St. Louis, 914 Pine St. 
Atlanta (Colored) 200 Auburn Ave. Pittsburgh, Sizth Ave. and Wood St. 




















mainmast and the punch of a piledriver. 
He could never have had either without 
his telescopic eye. The writer to the He- 
brews. said Moses for steadfastness was 
“like one who saw the King Invisible: 
he never flinched” (Moffatt’s translation 
of Hebrews 11:27). The same was 
equally true of Stephen. Oh, what an 
eye for seeing had Stephen! Straight 
over the heads of scowling priests and 
angry accusers, Stephen gazed through 
the gates of heaven and saw Jesus stand- 
ing at the right hand of God. And his 
ears were as good as his eyes, for there 
were ringing in them far louder than the 
threats of the mob, Jesus’ own words: 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” 

Stephen saw so much and heard so 
much that he was able to hurl every bolt 
of his message into the gnashing teeth 
of his murderers; yes, all that — and with 
a face radiant in the reflected glory of 
God’s throne he capped the whole superb 
performance with a prayer for forgive- 
ness of every wicked hand that threw 
a stone at him. 

That was Stephen, fellows. He was a 
topnotcher, because he could see far. Call 
the roll of all those great minds and 
great souls who have done things to make 
the world see more clearly and live a 
better life, and you will find they were 
far-seeing ones. They somehow saw pos- 
sibilities in the elements about them which 
others passed without noting. Their eyes 
were not so glued to the material things, 
the temporary pleasure—things which 
perish with using — but were lifted up to 
see beyond; and they endured, and 
wrought, and waited, until faith and vis- 
ion were rewarded, or else in passing 
out bequeathed to the world a fresh 
thought with life in it. 

How far do you see, fellows? Can 
you see over your stomach, or the clothes 
on your back, or your desire for the brief 
gratification of the present? Can you 
look up and out and beyond these to the 
great eternal things that are worthwhile? 
You know what I am talking about. Lis- 





ten: train your vision; look into the dis- 
tance. It may radically change your pres- 
ent program — change it for vastly better. 

There is just one sovereign Objective 
in a wise, far-sighted life plan. That 
Objective is Jesus Christ. Yes, fellows; 
Jesus, standing at the right hand of God 
— but better still, Jesus also standing by 
your side, even to the end of the world. 
Fix your eye on him. Then, you too, will 
be like one seeing the King Invisible, and 
never flinching—accomplishing God’s will 
in your life, and crowning it all with the 
spirit that makes your face shine, giving 
you power among men. 


GreENsBORO, N. €, ” 
we 


Our Little Armenian Sister, 
Arousiag 


ANY readers of The Sunday School 
Times will recall the story of a 
ten-year-old Armenian girl, Arousiag 
Stepanian, who after escaping the dread- 
ful Turkish deportations, and after los- 
ing both parents and her brothers and 
sisters, was taken into captivity by an 
Arab family. This story was told in 
the Times of January 17, 10920, entitled, 
“Arousiag’s Escape from Desert and 
Death,” and was written by Major 
Stephen Trowbridge, Sunday-school Sec- 
retary for Egypt of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association, who was then do- 
ing Red Cross work, and under whose 
personal notice this forlorn little waif 
had come. The little girl eventually es- 
caped from her Arab captors and was 
sent to the American College for Girls 
at Marash, but after the dreadful mas- 
sacre there, which was also described 
by Major Trowbridge in The Sunday 
School Times of May 15, 1920, “Out of 
the Massacre into the Blizzard,” Arousiag 
was sent to the American School for 
Girls at Constantinople, where she is now 
pursuing her studies. 
In a very real sense Arousiag is a ward 
of The Sunday School Times family, our 
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Lesson for August 19 
Stephen the Martyr 
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poos 


Goetze. 


and help will be welcomed. 


will do. 
know you will enjoy reading it. 


WILLIAM FETLER, General Director 





A SPECIAL OFFER 
of Unusual Interest and Value to All! 


HERE have been more Christian martyrs in Russia during the 

past five years than in the rest of the world during the last 

century—and yet the number of Christian believers in that 
land has grown from about 250,000 before the World War to approxi- 
mately 10,000,000 to-day. The Russian State has said 
fears nothing so much as the Christian believers, and the aut 
have taken steps to hinder and altogether stop the spread of the 
Gospel, until only a mere shadow remains of the freedom of religion 
established by the revolution of 1917. , 

Most of these statements are taken from the intensely interesting 
account of the journey into Russia of our Commissioner, Pastor B 
Every American Christian should read this report, in order 
to get a true and proper understanding of conditions in Russia. 


“THE FRIEND OF RUSSIA” 
for 8 months for only 50 cts. 


UR monthly organ, ‘‘ The Friend of Russia,” contains the latest 
O news from the Russian mission field, together with splendid 
spiritual messages, and we will send this magazine to new sub- 
scribers for 8 months for 50 cents (regular price $1.00 a year). 
miss Pastor Goetze’s story. The first instalmert appeared in the July 
number, and we will begin all new subscriptions with this issue, so 
that you will not miss any part of this gripping story. 
This society has about 150 missionaries in the field (all of them 
thoroughly orthodox}, and God is blessing the work. 


Send us 50 cents for your subscription before you forget. 
Many write they would not be without our magazine, and we 


The Russian Missionary Society cHeAsCoriiinois 


uite —. it 
orities 


Don’t 


Your prayers 


Stamps 


44 Monroe Street, 


W. S. HOTTEL, Home Director 











No. 203 


Sunburst Souvenir for Rally Day No. 203 


every school. Price per h 
Liberty Bell Bangle No. 201 


the person. 
come again. 


Price per hundred, $2.00. 


per hundred, $2.00. 
Rally Day Postcards 


Send for our Catalog No. 21. 





MAKE RALLY DAY A SUCCESS 


Meigs’ Souvenirs - 
Are Sure Winners 





No. 201 


Something new! Something different ! 
on strong cardboard and in attractive colors. 
fastened to the person without the use of a pin. 
undred, 75 cents. 


Celluloid, printed in three shades of brown, with a pin attached for fastening to 
It is very attractive and easy to handle, and will cause the recipients to 


Glad Hand Door Knob Hanger No. 202 


Each hand has a hole in the index finger for string, and when the ‘‘ Glad Hand"’ 
is hung on the doot knob of the home it reaches every member of the household 
with its impressive and telling message. A 
be pleased to be trusted with the work of distributing the hangers in the community. 
Any message desired may be printed or written on the back of the hanger. 


We have a large assortment of postcards for Rally Day, and will be glad to send 
you for 15 cents one dozen assorted cards for all ages. 
ive offering envelope for Rally Day at 35 cents per bundred. 


Meigs Publishing Company INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Kindly mention The Sunday School Times 





It is 1%x2 inches in size. It is printed 
A 3% inch ‘string permits it to be 
The price is within the reach of 


group of Junior Boys or Boy Scouts will 


Price 


We also have an attract- 


Order of your own dealer or 
51 West Washington Street 

















little Armenian sister, and her expenses’ 
at school have been provided by Times 
redders during the past three years. She 
ought to go to school for four years more, 
and her expenses will be about two 
hundred dollars a year. It is hoped that 
the Times’ family will “see her through.” 
A letter from Miss Mary E. Kinney, 
Principal of the American School, sent 
early this year says in part: 

“Naturally Arousiag’s: heart wells up 
in gratitude for all that has been done 
for her through the initiative of Major 
Trowbridge, as is evident from this let- 
ter of hers to him”: 


Dearest* Mr. Trobridge: 

I don’t know how I can show my grate- 
fulness to you. I wish you knew Armenian, 
I would what ever I feel, but I am so sorry 
that yet I don’t know English language as 
well as Armenian; but please you think the 
rest of it, that a grateful girl thinks. 

I am glad that The good Lord has given 
me such a kind friend. Always I say what 
shall I do for all this goodness that you 
have done for me? Only I pray to God that 
let Him give a good health to you. Then 
after a few years I will work what ever you 
want and I will go where ever you send, 
so, you will be able to know my thankfulness. 

I reached to my school safely and I found 
it very dear. I belong to Freshman Class. 
I am taking the following lessons: Bible, 
“Math,” New Geography, household, Every 
day English, Armenian and English readings, 
Drawing, History and also peano. 

Sincerely yours, 
AROUSIAG STEPANIAN. 


Major Trowbridge has reported how 
the gifts of The Sunday School Times’ 
readers for the education of this little 
girl were expended, and the money for 
her schooling has just about been ex- 
hausted. Miss Kinney writes: “We are 
wondering what can be done to let her 
finish her school work.” If those readers 
of the Times who have rendered this 
stewardship in the past wish to continue 
it, or if new friends who read this article 
wish to help, their gifts may be sent to 
The Sunday School Times,- 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, marked “For Arou- 
siag’s education.” 








[ Children at Home 





New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


The Purpose of the Problems 





To give you practise in locating Scripture. 


To fix in your mind some important Bible 
numbers. 


To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
stories. 


To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 


To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 12 


A* to the total number of stripes that 
Paul received on five occasions (2 
Cor. 11:24) the number of brethren 
whom a man in Hades would have 
liked to warn against coming where 
he was (Luke 16:28). Multiply by the 
number of lepers who met Jesus as he 
entered a village (Luke 17:12). Sub- 
tract the number of fishes that the dis- 
ciples got in a net let down as Jesus 
directed (John 21:11) and the number 
of men who followed Theudas (Acts 5: 
36) and the number of years after the 
Abrahamic covenant that the law was 
confirmed (Gal. 3:17) and the number 
of passengers on the ship in which Paul 
was taken to Rome. (Acts 27:37) and 
the number of men who saw Christ at 
one time after his resurrection (1 Cor. 
15:6) and the number of horsemen men- 
tioned in Acts 23:23 and the number 
who awaited Pentecost in the upper 
room (Acts 1:15), and add to this the 
sum of the number of elders whom John 
saw sitting about the throne in heaven 
(Rev. 4:4) and the number of pieces 
lost by a woman who had ten pieces 





(Luke 15:8), subtract the number of 
pounds which a servant said his lord’s 
pound had gained (Luke 19:16), and, 
strange to say, it gives you the exact 
number of books in the Bible. 

How many are there? 


4 
The Black Beaver 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


(Concluded from last week) 


HEN at last the scattered members 

of the colony returned to get in their 
supply of winter food they were besieged 
by a prowling wolverine, largest and 
fiercest of all the weasels. Night after 
night went by without the beaver being 
able to work, for fear of their prowling 
foe. Winter was coming and the old 
chief knew that a fight to the death was 
necessary. He decided at last to pit his 
brain against the wolverine’s fierce 
strength. 

That night as soon as it was dark, the 
wolverine, a brown squat beast with 
humped-up ‘hind quarters and a bush tail, 
stole down to the shore. On either’ side 
of its flat muzzle gleamed fierce green- 
lighted eyes. Without a sound it circled 
the pond until it glimpsed the dark form 
of a great beaver lying crouched on the 
very edge of a little cape. 

Like a shadow the wolverine crept 
through the brush. Ten feet away at the 
edge of the bushes he crouched and 
then like uncoiling springs his short, 
bowed legs shot his heavy body through 
the air, and in an instant he had clamped 
his long claws deep into the beaver’s side. 
Suddenly the beaver’s head shot out, his 
four great cutting teeth gripped a fore- 
paw of the wolverine, and he plunged into 
the pond, dragging his opponent after him. 

Beneath the water the wolverine 
wrought with tooth and claw to reach 
the life of. the beaver before water should 
claim her toll for overtime, but_all his 





fierceness availed him nothing against the 
tactics of his foe. Gripping the great 
weasel’s forepaw with jaws of steel, the 
beaver bored his. head down into the mud 
deeper and deeper and simply waited, 
knowing that he could stay under nearly 
three times as long as his opponent. 
Slowly, slowly the jaws of the wolverine 
relaxed and his tense muscles went limp. 
Then on a stream of silvery bubbles his 
fierce life fled away and the grim body 
floated to the bank. 

The second spring of Blackie’s life he 
got his growth and started exploring. 
By the side of a distant brook he found 
a long, smooth slide down a mud bank 
into the stream, which the muskrat people 
had made. Waddling to the top, he made 
a toboggan of his ever-useful tail, and 
with little round ears pricked up and 
mouth hatf open with excitement, whizzed 
joyously down the slope. As he struck 
the water there was a grinding click, 
and the fierce jaws of a trap closed on 
one of his chubby forelegs. Jerry Wick- 
wire, whose father farmed that hidden 
valley, had set a muskrat trap at the foot 
of the slide. At the first pang ef the 
grim jaws Blackie dived into deep water, 
only to be brought up short by the chain 
fastened to a near-by stake and scrambled 
up on the bank, dragging trap and chain 
after him. 

There it was that Jerry found him an 
hour later. Crawling carefully down the 
slope, he approached the trap with up- 
lifted club. Blackie did not try to nide 
shamefacedly, as does a trapped fox, nor 
face death frothing. and fighting, as a 
lynx or a raccoon would have done. In- 
stead he looked -steadily and a little sor- 
rowfully at the boy. As Jerry struck 
half-heartedly the beaver without a sound 
managed to ward off the blow with his 
free hand. Again Jerry raised his club 
and Blackie sat up and regarded him, as 
it seemed to the boy, reproachfully, as 
with a curiously human gesture he again 
tried to shidd his head from the uplifted 
club. 

“T just can’t do it,” Jerry muttered to 
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For Church Schools Having Sunday, Week Day and Expressional Sessions 


Primary Department. By M. Florence Brown 
First Year, Parts One, Two and Three 
GOD THE LOVING FATHER. All three parts bound separately in paper, 50 cents each part, postpaid. 
. All three parts bound together in cloth, $1.25, postpaid. 
‘Second Year, Parts One, Two and Three 
PLEASING GOD BY RIGHT DOING. Paper, 60 cents each, postpaid. 
Pupil’s Stories, in packet containing 2! lessons, banded and punched, 25 cents each packet, postpaid. 
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(The two packages of Stories and Handwork cover the two half-year courses.) 
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Janior Department. By Ethel W. Trout 


First Year, Part One 
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Paper, 60 cents, postpaid. 
Part Three 
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Second Year, Part One 
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himself, lowering his stick as he looked 
into the brave, steady eyes of the animal. 
Then he pressed down the springs of 
the trap and the jaws gaped apart. Feel- 
ing himself free, the beaver swiftly drew 
out his prisoned paw, and, with a last, 
questioning look at the boy, plunged into 
the deep water. 

One night when the moon showed like 
a shield in the center of the pond, Blackie 
thrust his head above the gold and velvet 
water, and, to his astonishment, there 
came from his mouth a kind of Murmur- 
ing sigh, so low that it seemed almost a 
whisper from the starlit water itself, and 
he realized that he was calling for some 
one whom he must seek and find. 

The very next morning he started on a 
quest. Along the banks of rivers and 
brooks and streams he journeyed and 
wandered. As he traveled he left love 
letters everywhere for the unknown one 
for whom he was searching, in the shape 
of innumerable little mud-pies, into each 
one of which Blackie patted a grain or 
so of that wondrous love philter, cas- 
toreum, which only the beaver people 
carry, and which has a scent like musk. 

Then one night he found a mud-letter 
which brought comfort to his longing 
heart, and there he -waited. The third 
night she came, a wanderer brave and 
strong, like Blackie himself, and lo! a 
miracle. The moonlight shone on fur 
soft and thick and — black. 

Across swamp and stream and forest 
they journeyed to a brook of which only 
Blackie knew the secret, to found another 
city of the beaver-people, whose founda- 


tions should be work and play and love 
and kindness and courage. * 
PHILADELPHIA, 











For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Compulsion or Constraint? 


HE indirect but immediate result of 

the persecution of God’s workers was 
the more faithful prosecution of God's 
work. The martyrdom of Stephen and 
the persecution of the Church compelled 
the apostles to do what the love of Christ 
should have constrained them to do. Is it 
not strange that even God’s Spirit-filled 
children must oftentimes be driven by 
outward circumstances to do that which 
they should be drawn to do by inward 
divine power? The pull should be stronger 
than the push, but to our shame, be it 
said, it is frequently the reverse. The 
“new thing” needed in the Church to- 
day is such an inward working of the 
Holy Spirit as will itself compel outward 
doing.. Pray for it. 


August 13 to 19 
Mon.—Acts 6:8-15. Stephen’s Ministry. 


The first deacons were Grecian Jews, 
and the first of the seven was Stephen; 
the first deacon, and afterwards the first 
Christian martyr. Stephen, Spirit-filled 
(v. 5), was also “full of faith and power” 
(v. 8), and “wisdom” (v. 10), and angelic 
joy (v. 15). <A Spirit-filled life is in- 
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variably accompanied by Spirit-produced 
results. 

Prayer Succestions: A Spirit-filled 
church is careful to select a Spirit-filled 
ministering staff. Does this suggest any 
need of prayer as to your church? Or 
as to the “evangelical” churches in your 
community? Or as to the Church at 
large? God is no respecter of persons. 
He will surely hear your faith-filled 
prayers. 

Tues.—Acts 7:1-16. Stephen’s Defense. 


Stephen, although in a den of lions, as 
it were, didn’t forget to be courteous, 
even deferential: “Men, brethren, and 
fathers.” He was among his own, but his 
own were enemies. Nevertheless, he 
showed wisdom (greater than we some- 
times show) by beginning his defense and 
preceeding therewith on undebatably com- 
mon ground. 


Prayer Succestions: A Spirit-filled 
church produces men who “count not their 
lives dear unto themselves.” This was 
true of first century Apostolic assemblies. 
How true is it of twentieth century apos- 
tate assemblies? Is there need of inter- 
cession? Does prayer change things? It 
does, except when intercessors are para- 
lyzed by worldliness or erroneous doc- 
trine. 


Wed.—Acts 7: 17-34. Stephen’s Defense. 


Throughout his defense Stephen was 
laying a magnificent foundation for an 
unanswerable closing indictment. His 
enemies “had brought false witness againt 
him”; he in turn “bears true witness 
against them, quoting the testimony of 
writers they owned to be inspired.” Very 
few chapters in the Bible reveal the long- 
suffering of God as does this one. 


Prayer Succestions: A Spirit-filled 
church produces courageous witnesses. A 
“cloud of witnesses” are needed to-day — 
in home, and shop, and office, and school 
room, and public marketplace; in pulpit 
and pew; through platform and press. 
Men who live in the consciousness of 
God rather than of man. Pray for such 
witnesses! 


Thurs.—Acts 7: 35-53. Stephen’s Defense. 


What a climax! Courtesy and courage 
are not incompatible. The deferential 
deacon suddenly becomes the sledge-ham- 
mering prosecutor. They, rather than he, 
are on trial and are being convicted. He 
drove hard the “persistent rejection of 
God and his servants by the nation” till 
at last brought home to their con- 
sciences that they were equally guilty. 


Prayer Succestions: A Spirit-filled 
church constitutes the salt of a commun- 
ity. The saving power of the Spirit 
through the Word operating through such 
a church has its moral effect even upon 
unbelievers. Satan rages to be sure, but 
he trembles in the presence of a praying 





church, or a praying home, ar a praying | 


believer. 
Fr*.—Acts 7 : 54-60. 


When argument cannot answer faith, 
there is nothing left but force. It was 


| 
| 


Martyrdom of Stephen. | 


the nation’s final trial, and the nation | 


lost. Real triumphs are not of the body, 
but of the spirit. Stephen, like his Lord, 
was victor. “Father, forgive them,” said 
Jesus (Luke 23:34), and Stephen (Acts 
7:60), and Paul (2 Tim. 4:16); and 
you? Glorious line of victors! 

PRAYER SucGGEsTIONS: A Spirit-filled 
church is in the line of Apostolic succes- 
sion. Its members are _ intercessors, 
prayer warriors, open-air preachers, doers 
of good works, fruit bearers, humble- | 
hearted, spiritual disciplinarians, tender | 
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church is “composed of Spirit-filled invi- 
VIDUALS. Are you one? You cannot 
pray effectually for others until you are, 
for the only efectwal intercessor on earth 
is the Holy Spirit, and he prays nowhere 
on earth except in the temple of the hu- 
man heart. “Be filled with the Spirit.” 
Pray! 
Sun.—Romans § : 31-39. 

through Love. 

“I was brought low, and he helped me” 
(v. 6). “No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nev- 
ertheless afterward...” (Heb. 12:11). 
And with the “afterward,” which means 
God’s purpose, in view, we are enabled 
to rejoice, even in the midst of trial. God 
has abundant grace for those who have 
just enough trust to trust him for abun- 
dant trust. 

Prayer Succestions: A Spirit-filled 
life touches through the throne of God 
earth’s and eternity’s farthest bounds. 
One hour in the presence of heaven’s 
throne “by the blood of Jesus” (Heb. 10: 
19-23) will avail more for you and for 
those for whom you pray than a lifetime 
in the presence of all earthly thrones 
could ever avail. IT CosTs, BUT IT PAYS. 








AGuide to Bible Study 


M.D. 


A SYSTEMATIC course of graded lessons 
from Genesis to Revelation, the Bible itself 
being the object of study. Suitable for use in 
Sunday School Classes, Adult Bible Classes, 
the Home Department, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C. 
A. Clasges, Schools and Colleges, and in Per- 
sonal Study. 


Consecutive Study of the Entire Bible 


The Sunday School Times: “ Rings true to 
the inspired Word of God.’ 

Christian Endeavor World: 
tical and helpful work.’’ 

Watchman-Examiner : ‘“‘Immensely valuabie 

for the family study of God’s Word. 

Junior Course (Parts 1-3, in one vol.), cloth, $1.75 

Advanced Course (Parts 4-7, in one vol.), cloth, 2,00 

Separate parts, paper, each 50c. 


By Harry E. Ricnarps, A.M., 


“* A very prac- 


wn Part 1—Genesis to Ruth. 
— 2—1 Samuel to Nehemiah. 
‘* 3—The Gospels and The Acts. 


Part 4—Genesis to 2 Samuel. 

** 5s—x Kings to Nehemiah (por- 
tions of nine prophetical 
books). 

‘* 6—Life of Christ. 

“ 9--The Acts and the Epistles. 


At all Booksellers, or from 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS American Branch 
35 West 32d Street, New York 


Advanced 
Course 




















Are you interested in- 


BIBLE STUDY THAT IS VITAL— 


the kind that is translated into life — power— 
Spones one colgten for present ig 
educ 

If so, 5-74 > should be interested in 


COLUMBIA BIBLE SCHOOL 


either as a student ora supporter. For leaflet of 
information addres the Dean 


REV. ROBERT C. McQUILKIN 
1627 College St., Columbia, South Carolina. 


Note :—Read the ads in the issues ot May 12 
and June 2. 


HAVE YOU 


RECEIVED YOUR FREE LESSON 
IN SYSTEMATIC BIBLE STUDY? 


See for yourself what 30 minutes a day will do. 




















God 


and compassionate, uncompromisers, hold- | needs your best. Kemember it’s Free. Please address 


ers of the truth in love, soul-winners. Au, 
PRAY! 
Sat.—Revelation 7 : 9-17. 
Through Great Tribulation. 
The blood of early martyrdom was 
the seed of the early church (Acts 8: 2- 
4). Perchance the blood of the coming 
tribulation martyrdom may prove to be 
the seed of the greatest ingathering of 
souls this world has ever known. And 
the day of that martyrdom may not be 
far remote. History has never so rap- 
idly quickened its pace as during the past 
decade. 


Prayer Succestions: A Spirit-filled 





(Since 1886) 


BIBLE STUDENTS LEAGUE 
Dept. 56. CLAREMONT, CAL. 


Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture arranged according to subjects. 
A STUDY BIBLE : 
It is a Bible, Commentary, —eaery, History, 
Concordance Analysis, and Subject Index com- 
bined. Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ik 
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Lesson for August 19 
Stephen the Martyr 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








HOW CAME 
WE HERE. 


{ Did man have his beginnings 
with the molecule—the product of 
blind chance—or did he come forth 
direct from the hand of God, di- 
vinely endowed with the powers 
that have given him dominion 
over the earth? 


{Is evolution the ene outstanding 
scientific truth, or is it, as one 
noted. scientist recently said, ‘‘an 
unscientific pipe dream’’? 

{ Dealing only with proven facts, 


these books will establish more 
firmly your faith. 


ATHEISM IN . 
OUR UNIVERSITIES 
Dr. Alfred Fairhurst $1.25 
Containing westionn y 
tion submitted by Dr. Faithure to teed: 
ing educators throughout America,’ The 


replies to the questions, slways inter- 
esting, at times startling, present a fund 


valu » informative material. 
author lays at the door .of modern, sci- 
entific teaching the blame for a widely 
ee ae religious indifference and un- 
ief. ; 


THEISTIC EVOLUTION 


Fairhurst $1.25 


The author holds that theistic evolu- 
tion -destroys the Bible as the inspired 
word of God as effectively as does athe- 
istic evolution; that if cosmic, theistic 
evolution is accepted and pushed to its 
logical conclusion, the Bible as authority 
in religion will be eliminated. 


ORGANIC EVOLUTION 
CONSIDERED 


Fairhurst $1.50 
_A strong argument for man as a spe- 
cial creation, A scientific work that 


successfully meets the issue between the 
scientist and religion, and leaves the 
reader with renewed faith in the Bible 
as the word of God. 


Special Announcement 


We will issue shortly a new 
evolution by DR. Sou » 3 HERGED, 
famous pastor of Ninth Street Baptist 
ox ies toon 0. One oe Be. 
8 on this great su 
ever written. WATCH FOR pk os aie 


Use This Coupon 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
Cincinnati, 


Find enclosed $............... . for which 
send me the books checked below: 


QO Atheism in Our Universities....$1.25 
O Theistic Evolution 1.25 
© Organic Evolution Oonsidered.... 1.50 





O Our New General Catalogue—Free 


Name 





Address 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





August 26. Lessons in the School of Prayer. 
- Matt. 18 : 19, 20; a1 : 18-22. 

September 2. Lessons from the Psalms. 9. 
A Singing Psalm. Psa, 96:1-13. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

September 9. Different Forms of Gambling, 
and the Evil of It. Prov. 16:8; Jer..17: 
9-11. 

September 16. How Apply Religion to Man- 
ners? Prov. 1:8, 9; Luke 14: 7-11. 


Sunday, August 19 


How to Get On in Life 
(Deut. 8 : 1-18) 


Note: The discussions for this topic are 
extracts from the rich devotional writings 
of the late Alexander Smellie, as taken from 
various numbers of his “Notes on . Daily 
Readings,” . published. by’ the. International 
Bible Reading Association, 56 Old Bailey, 
London, E. C, 4, one shilling per member 
per year, through a branch, one shilling 
and six pence per member, if supplied from 
central office. 





Mon.—By industry (Prov. 28 : 19-22). 
Tues.—By integrity (Jer. 7: 5-7). 
Wed.—By honesty (Psa. 15: 1-5). 
Thurs.—By religion (x Kings 3: 6-15). 
Fri.—First things first (Matt. 6: 33). 
Sat.—By generosity (Luke 6:. 37, 38). 











How do you reckon success? 

What help toward success is there in the 
Golden Rule? 

What do people do with success when 
they get it? 


OW shall I follow Jesus the Christ? 

By making sure that I have drunk 

deep of his forgiveness. The Imitation 

is an impossibility until I am familiar 

with the Redemption.- My Saviour must 

cover my defenseless- head with the 

shadow of his wing, and then I shall walk 
in his steps —but not till then. 

w 
By remembering continually his real 
humanness. 


and Brother. I must not set him in a 
‘magical world to: which I have no access. 
,Where he has gone in advance, I can 
plant my foot behind: 


we 

By loving him with all my heart. No 
intellectual study, no scrupulous worship, 
no laborious service are enough. My be- 
ing must turn to him as the sunflower 
turns to the sun. Profound, controlling, 
pervasive my affection must be, not to 
be congealed, not to be dried up. 


se 
By holding on firmly to the spiritual 
life around the natural life: I am not to 
flee to any hermitage, and no arbitrary 
defenses should divide me from my neigh- 
bors. But, as Jacob Boéhme says, “the 
holy man hath his church about him 
everywhere; he standeth and walketh, sit- 
teth and lieth down, in his church.” 
+ 
And by cultivating intimacy with my 
Lord. Daily let me commit myself to his 
Spirit, who takes his things and shows 
them to me. Daily let me talk with him 
in prayer. Daily let me read the story 
of his living and dying. Daily let me 


| “scan his features well,” the Apostle and 


High Priest of my confession. 
Thus I shall. follow Jesus the Christ. 


Strengthened by the Spirit in the inner 
man — it is all I want. 


; bd 

The Anger of Law is pitted against 
me. I listen to its hostile decision. But 
the Spirit shows me Christ keeping the 
law for me in the perfect obedience of his 
life, and bearing for me its curse in the 
redeeming miracle of his death. And 
“on Another’s life, Another’s death, I 
stake my whole eternity.” 


The Power of Sin is ranged against 
my soul. When the light from heaven 





The glories of deity are his- 
*But I cannot reflect ‘him, unless I am cer- 
||.tain that he was and is my true Kinsman 
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BIBLE COURSES TO MEET 
THE NEED OF EVERY ONE 


\ gob the founding of The Moody 


Bible Institute in 1886 it has prepared 


thousands of men and women for all lines of Christian work through its 


various departments. 


‘ Last year the total enrolment was 1,238 Day students, 
1,437 Evening students, and 10,309 Correspondence students. 


Training in the 


Day and Evening Classes is free, and only a small charge is made for the Cor- 


respondence Courses. 


great city o 


years. 
Mia 3 


education. 








Rev. P. B. Fitzwater, D.D. 
Director, Evening 
Classes 


Course. 


THE PASTOR’S COURSE covers a period of three years, with 
exceptional Faberge for practical work, provided in the 

{ Chicago. The subjects, in addition to those of the 
usual two-year course (see below) include Hebrew, New Tes- 
tament Greek, Christian Theology and A 
sition, History of Doctrine, Christian Evidences, Biblical Criti- 
cism, Christian Philosophy, Practice Preaching, Public Speak- 
ing, Church History, Biblical Psychology, Pastoral Theology, 
Evangelism, and Denominational Church Polity. : 


logetics, Bible Expo- 


THE JEWISH MISSIONS COURSE, just inaugurated, is the 
only course of its kind in the world. 
preparation for work among the Jews. 
in Hebrew and Yiddish (the m 
as, Rabbinics; Jewish Feasts and Customs; Jewish History 
and Messianic Prophecy. 


It is designed to give 
It includes instruction 
ern Hebrew dialect), as well 


This course covers a period of three 


THE TWO-YEAR COURSES are the Bible Course, the Bible 
Music Course, the Music Course, and the Missionary Course. A 
diploma is given on the completion of any of these courses. 
Students may enter at any time during the year, as the cur- 
riculum is arranged in cycles. 
for those who have not had the equivalent of a Hig 


rovided 


Classes in English are 
School 


EVENING CLASSES are provided for people employed during 
the day. A cafeteria is operated at cost, to enable students to 
come directly from their work to the Institute. 
take a course equivalent to that of the Day Classes, and secure 
the Institute diploma, or a shorter course, which will entitle 
them to the Institute certificate. 


Students may 


EIGHT CORRESPONDENCE COURSES are offered as follows: 
Synthetic Bible Study, Practical Christian Work, Bible Doctrine, 
Bible Chapter Summary, Introductory Bible Course, Evan- 
gelism, Christian Evidences, Scofield Bible Correspondence 


A catalogue and full information on any of the courses will 


be sent on request 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 153 Institute Place, CHICAGO, ILL. 


(Please mention The Sunday Scheol Times) 





shines in on my nature, I ask, Who will 
cleanse the Augean stable? But the 
Spirit makes Christ a living Presence and 
Power within. I trust him. I commit to 
him the task that baffles me. I do nothing 
but receive. 

we 


The problem of life confronts me. 
Its duties are so numerous, and often so 
delicate and difficult. Its sorrows, dis- 
appointments, fiery trials, are overwhelm- 
ing. But the Spirit tells me that Christ 
is with me all the days and all the day. 
A look of faith, a cry of prayer; and, 
lo, he is palpably and prevailingly by my 
side; and in him I can do, and can bear, 
all things. 


ie 
The Fear of Death assails me. I can- 
not bring myself to love death. It is 


such an arrest. It is such a humiliation. 
But the Spirit teaches me that here, also, 
I am conformed to Christ, for he has 
passed the same way before me. And it 
will be my last opportunity on earth of 
trustirig him. And the interval is brief 
between the rest of death and the fruition 
of eternity. So, now, where is the sting? 


They are strong indeed whom the Spirit 
strengthens. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


“ 
The Sunday School Times’ books per- 


etuate the weekly message. A cata- 
ogue sent on request. 





Che Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, August 4, 1923 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub< 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. : d 
1 50 Five or more copies, either 
$ . to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $ 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
s0 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
The Sunday School Times Ce., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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WHEATON COLLEGE 


Wheaton, II. 


Fall Semester, 1923, opens September | 7th. 
Spring Semester, 1924, opens February 4th. 


WHAT IS WHEATON COLLEGE? 





Wheaton College is a standard American Co! 
nected American Association 


with the 
Nor tral 


Cc with the College Federation of Illinois; with the 
tee S Association 


of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


WHERE IS WHEATON COLLEGE? 





It is located in Wheaton, the county seat of DuPage Coun 
twenty-five miles west of Chicago. ” ™ 


WHAT IS ITS PLATFORM? 





Wheaton believes that sound Christian 

— training should work together for the full-rounded 
training of the student. Consider what that greatly needed 
combination really means. It is real at Wheaton. 


HOW IS IT SUPPORTED? 





Wheaton receives about one-fourth of its income from en- 
dowments, only one-half from tuitions, and one-fourth from 
—well, from givers like yourself ! Will you consider Wheaton 
as your partner in making a direct investment in~Christian, 


education? 


WHAT IS ITS FIELD? 





Its students come from all parts of this country and from 
“ foreign lands. It has representatives from all the great Bible 
Schools of this country. 


The enrollment last year was over four hundred. 
For further information, please address 
President CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, 


WHEATON COLLEGE 
WHEATON, ILL. 


faith and sound 

















Are Clear and Clean. 











THE REAL NEED OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Sunday School Lesson Helps True 
to the Fundamentals 


Have you considered the doctrinal importance for tender lives? 
THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES” 
SUNDAY SCHOOL QUARTERLIES AND PAPERS 
Safe and Sane. 


Hundreds of schools of many different denominations are using this series 
A Full Line of Helps for Teachers and Scholars, 


ee Samples of the full line FREE upon request. 
Address UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING C0., Box 398, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Fundamentally Sound 








with Britain’s 


Under the Library Lamp 


Notable Books 





United Free Church, and Principal of 


Recent Books on the 
Person of Christ 


This article reviews “The Person of 
Christ in the Faith of the Church,’ 
by A. W. Williamson, D.D. (London, 
1020, 7s 6d); “The Modern Church- 
man” (Oxford, September, 1921, 7s 
6d); “Jesus, Human and Divine,’ by 
Hastings Rashdall, D.D. (London, 
1922, 3s 6d); “The Deity of Christ,’ 
by Charles Gore, D.D., D.C.L., 
LL.D. (London, 1922, 2s 6d). 


HE Modern Churchman’s Conference, 

held in Cambridge the summer of 1921, 
has already originated a considerable liter- 
ature on the doctrine of Christ. 

In “Jesus Human and Divine” Dr. 
Hastings Rashdall, Dean of Carlisle, re- 
prints his paper on “Christ as Logos and 
Son of God.” He complains of the re- 
ception which that~paper received, but he 
reiterates his chief pronouncement — that 
“Jesus did not claim divinity for him- 
self.” He adds: “Never in any critically 
well-attested saying is there anything 
which suggests that his conscious relation 
to God was other than that of a man 
towards God.” Professor Bethune- 
Baker repeats this statement with even 
more emphasis: “I do not for a moment 
suppose that Jesus ever thought of him- 
self as God.” Not to quote the Syn- 
optists, does not the Fourth Gospel re- 
fute such an assertion? Dr. Baker 


| roundly says, No; but Dr. Rashdall meets 


the objection with-more deliberation. He 
says: “I do not know of any scholar, 
however orthodox and conservative, who 
affirms that the discourses of Christ in 
the Fourth Gospel are verbatim reports, 
or denies that they are more or less col- 
ored by the ideas of the Evangelist.” The 
implication is--that the sayings of our 
Lord as reported in the Fourth Gospel 





cannot be depended on, but this is not 
asserted by “orthodox and conservative” 
scholars. One might set down a long list 
of names which witness to the contrary, 
but in “The Deity of Christ,” a book 
which passed through the press concur- 


| rently with Dr. Rashdall’s volume, Dr. 


Gore, formerly Bishop of Oxford, 
writes: “I do myself firmly, and after 
all examination, believe that it is only at 


| the bottom the refusal of the ‘supernat- 











you still have the opportunity of getting conference blessings by reading the addresses and 


reposts. 


Why not make your vacation refreshing to the soul as well as the body by taking 


some of the rest-time for quiet reading? 


The Victorious Christ 


The 1922 conferences were noteworthy for the spiritual 
, ical application of the messages that 





Reigning in Life 
A fresh, simple, but searching and comprehensive mes- 
sage on the Life of Victory in Christ, different from any 





were deliver The present volume contains the ma 
om of messages including addresses by Dr. W.H. —_ book hitherto published, yet offering only that blessed old 
oa ng = j s creation, Watt, the woe, 5S. B. Gospel of salvation from death and sin which’ is normal 
Gallaudet Trumbull, Addison C. Raws, an a, 272 New Testament Christianity. By the Rev. J. East 
pages; only $1.25 Harrison. $1.50 
Your Study Bible by John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 
(Gems gleaned from the conferences of thirty years) 
A marvelously enriching series of Bible studies, giving wonderful unfoldings of the message of the books, until 
the Bible has been searched out from Genesis to Revelation. Dr. Weddell says, “* It is the fruit of my life work 


ht ahd Moch—and | have caped gouty: deen ke the Weed Gevuth Gass toty sean. 
fr cach bog. with descrition of the c ee Laan ate ante te 





$1 
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ural’ which leads to that rejection of 
St. John’s authorship. I think the evi- 
dence is fairly overwhelming that the 
Fourth Gospel was really written by John 
the apostle, and that you must accept its 
testimony as John’s.” Even *Harnack 
says of the words of Jesus, “Thou hast 
loved me before the foundation of the 
world” (John 17:24): “The confidence 


| with which according to John he speaks 
| to the Father is certainly overheard from 


If You Cannot Attend the Conference. 


Jesus’ own consciousness. Here all in- 
vestigation must call a halt.” So the 
very choragus of criticism disallows the 
claims of criticism in the place where 
criticism most loudly vaunts its claim to 
be heard. The critics themselves 


“Bid us, when we least expect it, 
Take back our faith.” 


The underlying thesis of the Church- 
man’s Congress is that the Deity of Christ 
is simply the perfection of his manhood. 
The editor. of the authorized, report, 
H. D. A. Major, affirms “the funda- 
mental and essential unity of human na- 
ture and Divine nature.” This is an ex- 
aggeration of a Scriptural truth — the af- 
finity of God with man — an exaggeration 
so vehement as to be altogether false. 
That God and man are in a real sense 
“near of kin” is affirmed in many places 
vf Scripture. Three lines converge to 
this conclusion :. 1..God made man at the 


ee ote cae oe 


breathing into the clay-cold image of his 
very life; 2. and man are so near 
that the Word became flesh — God still 
being God, man still being man, both in 
eternal union; 3. Men become partakers 
of the divine nature through faith, so 
that they are able to say, “I live, yet not 
I, but Christ,” Christ becoming the su- 
preme point of the believer’s personality ; 
and yet the believer is not swallowed up 
in Deity but retains his personal identity. 
All this is familiar Scriptural truth, but 
to assert “the fundamental and essential 
unity of human nature and Divine na- 
ture” is to affirm that manhood is Deity 
and that all men are divine. The predi- 
cate of Deity which we then affix on 
Christ is absolutely valueless for faith. 

Dr. Gore’s volume is a delightful con- 
trast to such vague affirmations. He is 


volumes) on “The Reconstruction of Be- 
lief.” The first volume, “Belief | in 
God,” was published over a year ago; 
the second volume, “Belief in Christ,” 
has been lately issued. He published pre- 
viously a short series of addresses on 
“The Deity of Christ.” He does not 
say so, but it is probable that those ad- 
dresses were delivered in reply to the 
contendings of the Modern Church- 
men. He writes with full knowledge and 
with full faith, and with that simplicity 
which only a perfect mastery of his ma- 
terials can confer. 

Dr. Gore begins by saying that no 
philosophical investigations can dispel the 
mystery of our Lord’s being: were it 
otherwise, he would not. be our supreme 
Lord. He then inquires into the author~ 
ity of the sources, and avers that “these 
documents have been subjected to the 
most searching criticism to which any 
documents on earth have been subjected. 
Every possible doubt has exercised itself 
upon them; but I am not exaggerating 
when I say that they have been given 
back to us with the best guarantees.” 

Dr. Bethune-Baker treats with utter in- 
difference the doctrine of the Virgin 
Birth. “I can only regard this idea of 
miraculous birth,” he says, “as ztiological 
and honorific.” But the One whose Per- 
son, whose works, whose atoning sacri- 
fice, whose “exodus” from this world, 
| were all miraculous, may well have had a 
miraculous birth. It is a matter of Scrip- 
tural testimony; all the manuscripts, ver- 
sions, and patristic references support 
the text of Matthew 1 and Luke 1 and 
2, as we have it. According to C. F. 
Nolloth, we have “a record of primitive 
tradition, the contents of which can only 
be rejected on the 4 priori ground of their 
‘supernaturalism’; so firmly are they em- 
bedded in a narrative which bears its own 
witness to its congruity with the circum- 
stances and life of the time” (“The Per- 
son of Our Lord and Recent Thought’). 

In the fifteenth series of the Croall 
Lectures, Dr. Wallace Williamson sums 
up his argument in these eloquent words: 
“In coming to Christ we come to God, 
in knowing Christ we know God, in obey- 
ing Christ we obey God. Of all attempts 
to undermine that sure conviction we say, 
as Athanasius said of Julian the Apostate, 
Nebicula est; transibit.” It is a little 
cloud, it will pass away. “... We hear 
the sound of many voices — some in scorn 
and@ anger, some in yearning anxiety, all 
in eager intensity. On every side is the 
old cry, ‘Who is this?’ But above the 
din and confusion comes that solemn 
chant which through all variations of 
Christian experience still thrills the heart 
of believing Christendom with the es- 
sential truth of an unchanging faith: 
‘Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ; 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the 





first in his own image and likeness, 
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A Bird’ View of the Old Testa- 
ment (By T. C. Horton).—An outline 
of the Old Testament is given in this 
little booklet, showing the principal per- 
sons, places, events, doctrines, and les- 
sons of each period. The history is cov- 
ered in ten periods, Adam to Noah, Noah 
to Abraham, Abraham to Moses, Moses 
to Joshua, Joshua to Judges, Judges to 
Saul, Saul to Solomon, Divided Kingdom, 
Captivity, Restoration. The printing is 
on only one side, leaving space for per- 
sonal notes on this most useful little aid 
to comprehensive Bible study. (Biola 
Book Room, 536-558 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, 10 cts.) 


Side Lights on the Daily Vacation 
Bible School (By..E. C,.. Knapp).—Any 
student of Christian education with five 
years of practical experience in conduct- 
ing Daily Vacation Bible Schools ought 
to be able to say something worth while 
on this important subject, and Mr. Knapp 
more than meets one’s expectations in his 
new book. It forms a very helpful sup- 
plement to his former volume, “The Com- 
munity Vacation Bible School.” The au- 
thor writes with great caution and lack 
of finality, realizing that we have only 
begun the study of this important part of 
the program of Christian education. But 
Mr. Knapp has performed a great serv- 
ice in giving the church the results of 
his experience. There is very little theory 
but much practical suggestion in the book. 
Experienced workers as well as beginners 
will discover that Mr. Knapp has shown 
unusual originality in his work, and many 
will find that they will be able to “adapt” 
his methods to their local schools. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.) 


Manual of Bible Study for Children 
(By Marion F. Livingston).—This Man- 
ual has been prepared in response to re- 
quests to know more about the course 
of Bible teaching which has. been carried 
on for five years in the public schools of 
Hereford, Texas. It outlines the three 
main lines that the work has followed: 
The Bible in story form; Memorizing 
verses; Bible drill. The work is graded 
and outlined in detail for one month, The 
Manual contains general suggestions that 
are helpful for memorizing, suggestions 
for the “sword drills,” and also a corre- 
lation of the work with other subjects 
There is also a brief history of the de- 
velopment ‘of this work in the Hereford 
schools. There are evidently some very 
favorable conditions in Hereford for the 
doing of this sort of ‘work in the public 
schools, but the course itself could evi- 
dently be used to advantage in other 
week-day schools, or even in the Sunday- 
school. It should certainly result in a 
larger and more accurate knowledge of 
the Bible on the part of those thus 
trained. (The Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago, 27 cts.) 


An Introduction to the Study of the 
Mind (By Walter Scott Athearn).— 
This little book, being Section III of 
“Teaching the Teacher,” is published as 
a separate volume of ten short chapters. 
These chapters deal with the mind in its 
various phases, and, unlike the ordinary 
psychology, aim to’ make a religious ap- 
plication of the truth that is taught. Each 
chapter is followed by a short summary 
and by questions for review and discus- 
sion. There is evidence of the best of 
modern psy chology in such chapters as the 
one on “Habit Formation,” and the one 
on “How to Study.” It is hard to ex- 
plain, however, why the author, in dis- 
cussing the intellect, introduces the young 
student to the term “faculty,” so long dis- 
carded from psychological discussion. 
Those who are familiar with Biblical 
psychology will be disappointed in the 
discussion of the triune man, but there 
is no effort here at Biblical psychology, 
and the word “soul” throughout is. used 
as essentially’ the’ ‘same as the word 
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“mind.” On the whole it is a practical 
and valuable little handbook. (Presbyte- 
rian Board of Publication, Philadelphia, 
30 cts., postpaid.) 


Stories of the Beginnings and The Be- 
ginnings of a Nation (By Ethel Wen- 
dell Trout).—These two books constitute 
Part I and Part II of the Second Yéar 
Junior Department Westminster Text- 
books of Religious Education. Part I 
deals with “God Caring for His People 
in the Beginning of the World” and 
“Stories of Three Patriarchs,” who are 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In Part II 
there is a continuance of the stories of 
these three patriarchs in two chapters, 
and the rest of the book studies the story 
of Joseph and the work of Moses to 
Sinai. The organization of these books 
is the one adopted in this series for the 
Intermediate and Junior Departments, 
namely, each lesson planned for three ses- 
sions — informational on the week-day, 
devotional on the Sunday, and expressional 
in a third session to be held either week- 
day or Sunday.’ These books, like others 
of the series, are to be commended for 
their faithfulness to the Word of God. 
(The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
60 cts. each, postpaid.) 


A Bible Primer for Foreigners and 
Bible Stories for Foreigners (By Frances 
B. Loveless ).—As stated in the Introduc- 
tion, those who have been for fifteen years 
conducting English classes for foreigners 
found them most eager to learn to read, 
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but the Bible study which was the true 
object of the work did not appeal to them 
very strongly. Efforts were made to ob- 
tain a text-book which combined lessons 


in English with Bible teaching in attrac- | 
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| The stories are told very simply and in 


short sentences, and while many details 
that might be confusing to a people not 
familiar with the language are omitted, 
yet what is told is true to the facts of 


tive form. None being found that met} Scripture and with no attempt to emascu- 


the neéd, these lessons were prepared and 
used with great success for two years, 
and the Bible study nights became popu- | 
iar. The Primer is a real text-book, with | 
the new words given separately at the 
beginning and questions to test the pupils’ 
knowledge at the end of each brief story. 





late the Word by explaining away the 
supernatural. It is gratifying to note the 
true evangelistic note throughout, and the 
books will be hailed with delight by those 
who have long been looking for just 
such an aid in the work of Christianizing 
the stranger within our, gates. The books 
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are well bound and illustrated, and with 
clear, large print. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $1 and 75 cts.) 


Pleasing God by Right Doi (B 
M. Florence Brown).—This ae 4 ed 
parts, the second year book for the Pri- 
mary Department, of the Westminster 
Textbooks of Religious Education. There 
are two sessions planned for each week 
in the Primary grade, one for Sunday 
and one for week-day. Though there is 
no expressional session as such for the 
Primary grade, there are suggested ac- 
tivities which recognize the principle of 
self-activity. This age is regarded as the 
habit-forming period, and the teacher is 
urged to aim at habits of right living 
on the part of the pupil. The story form 
of presentation of course is stressed, and 
a few helpful suggestions for its use are 
given in the Introduction. The stories of 
Part One are taken from both the Old 
and New Testaments, but Part Two is 
devoted to the life of the Lord, including 
his death and resurrection and its results 
in the lives of the apostles, including Paul, 
whose conversion_is the basis of one of 
the lessons. The best thing that can be 
said for these books, which can be com- 
mended also from the method as well as 
the mechanical viewpoint, is that they pre- 
sent the Bible stories as they are, and 
by so much are a refutation of the idea 
that modern method cannot be utilized 
without discrediting the supernatural in 
the divine record. (The Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, 60 cts., postpaid, per 
volume. ) 


A Fourfold Life Program for Girls 
(Adapted by Anna Branch Binford).— 
Of the development of the boy Jesus it 
is said of him that he “increased in wis- 
dom [intellectual] and stature [physical] 
and in favor withs God [religious] and 
man [social].” All boys and girls de- 
velop as did their Elder Brother. Miss 
Binford has ably laid out in this helpful 
booklet a program which is a quest for 
the fourfold life. Its “physical” side 
cherishes health by health education and 
out-door activities; its “intellectual” side 
through home and school training, cur- 
rent events, nature studies, music, art, 
public speaking, seeks after truth; its 
“social” side fecognizes others in personal 
relationships in home, school, community, 
and church by serving in home, organ- 
ization, community, as well .as a voca- 
tion; its “religious” side comes to know 
God in daily prayer, Bible study, family 
and public worship, as well as personal 
dedication, self-discipline, mission study, 
and giving. Much help is here offered 
for leaders of girls’ Sunday-school 
classes, and girls’ groups. The classi- 
fied list of books for workers with: girls 


| which are here suggested will be found 


very helpful. Every Sunday-school 
teacher of teen age classes as well as 
every leader of girls’ organizations under 
church control should have this booklet 
in her library. (Presbyterian Committee 
of Publication, Richmond, Va., 30 cts. 
paper, postpaid.) 


A System of Christian Evidence (By 
Leander S: Keyser, A.M., D.D.).—This 
is the second edition, entirely rewritten 
and enlarged, and.is issued because of 
many calls for it since it has been out 
of print. It is not a large book, but it 
deals with all phases of modern Chris- 
tian apologetics, and condenses the strong 
arguments against outspoken infidelity, 
Christian Science, and destructive criti- 
cism. It is noteworthy for concise and 
discriminative definitions, and ‘for a valu- 
able selected bibliography classified un- 
der important headings. 

The main thesis of the book is “The 
Bible a Special Divine Revelation.” It 
is undenominational, but thoroughly evan- 
gelical. The organization of the book is 
as follows: Part I—General notes and 
principles; Part II—The Bible a special 
divine revelation; Part I1I—Christian 
theism and opposing theories; Part IV— 
The doubter and his difficulties; Part V 
—The failure of infidelity. 

It is so organized as to make an ex- 
cellent text for college or seminary, but 
it is very valuable as well for the gen- 
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eral reader, and one lays it down with a 
conviction that the weight of authority is 
certainly on the side of those who accept 
the Bible as a divine revelation. Its ar- 

ts are clear and vigorous, but there 
is no attempt to be abusive of those who 
may differ. It is a good book to put into 
the hands of thoughtful Christians, 
whether young or old. (The Lutheran 
ae Board, Burlington, Iowa, $1.75, 
net). 


New Testament Followers of Jesus 
(By Walter Albion Squires, B.D.).— 
This is another of the Westminster text- 
books of Religious Education, intended 
for the second year in the Intermediate 
Department, and is designated “Part I.” 
It is built upon the general plan of these 
books whose purpose it is to furnish a 
graded course of study not only for Sun- 
day-school classes, but for week-day 
church school classes and expressional or- 
ganizations, The intention is that churches 
that use the books shall provide one hour 
of week-day religious instruction in addi- 
tion to their fegular program. This par- 
ticular book, intended for use in the in- 
termediate classes, deals with the heroic 
men and women who laid the foundations 
of the Christian Church. Each Sunday 
lesson contains a lesson prayer, but 
teachers are encouraged to lead the pupils 
to offer extemporaneous prayer. Each 
Sunday lesson is ended with a great hymn 
which is intended to be studied. The 
week-day lessons are correlated with the 
Sunday lessons, and are made concrete 
and illustrative by stories of modern use- 
ful heroism and Christianity. Perhaps 
the most importarit thing that could be 
said of the book is that its theology is 
soundly orthodox. There is no attempt 
to evade the true teaching of the Word of 
God, but, on the contrary, it is strongly 
set forth, as when it is shown that Peter’s 
teaching in his epistles is of Jesus as the 
Saviour, and of the necessity for His 
atoning death. Thé expré$sional lessons 
give suggestion for carrying out into life, 
as well as into furthér research, the fun- 
damental truths..which, have-been taught. 
(The Westminster .Press, Philadelphia, 
$1.25, net.) "Fe 


A System of General Ethics (By 
Leander S.*Keyser, DiD.).—This book, 
by the Professor of Ethics; Theism, and 
Christian Evidence in Wittenburg Col- 
lege, differs. from many books on the sub- 
ject in that it frankly places the ulti- 
mate ground of right in God, the eternal, 
personal, self-existent, and all perfect 
Creator and Preserver of all finite being, 
and asserts that the highest good is God 
himself.. Other theories are examined 
and analyzed and criticized in the light 
of this point of view. Right and wrong 
are both dealt with in relation to the Di- 
vine Law-Giver, and wrong is regarded 
as actual sin and guilt. 

It is not usual in a work on Ethics to 
have a discussion of the fact, the genesis, 
and the cure of sin, but this we find here. 
There is no uncertain tone either in the 
matter of the freedom of the will, the 
author “believing that man is in the world 
to perform willingly and gladly a definite 
moral task and to achieve a moral des- 
tiny which is eternal.” The psychology 
of the book seems to lean perhaps _a lit- 
tle too strongly to the so-called “faculty 
psychology,” and the author is perhaps 
too much given to detailed classification, 
but the point of view is certainly to be 
strongly commended by all who accept 
the Christian view of God and the world: 

Part II is a discussion, as is usual in 
such texts, of practical Ethics, but there 
are some features which are unusual, such 
as the discussion of man’s relations to 
the Church, and his duti + to God; and 
these are discussed and justified in full 
recognition “of the fact that the book is 
net a treatment of Christian Ethics, but 
of general Ethics, and as such aspires to 
a place as a text in college courses in 
Ethics. The author dares to hope that 
the book may be used as a text in state 
institutions as well as church colleges. 
This may be too much to hope, but it is 
assuredly the type of text that ought to 
be used in church colleges at least. (The 








Lutheran Literary Board, Burlington, 
Iowa, $1.75.) 


A History of Religious Education in 
Recent Times (By Arlo Ayres Brown). 
—This book will help to meet an import- 
ant need now existing for a compact his- 
tory of religious education that will make 
available much scattered information, and 
this to a degree will be the real service of 
the book despite the fact that the author 
seems to disclaim this as his purpose. It 
is true that he selects but a limited field 
and does not work it completely, because 
he regards the book “as a humble attempt 
to show what religious education ‘has done 
to mold character within a particular re- 
gion and period. The region is Amer- 
ica and the period from the time of the 
rise of the modern Sunday-scheol to the 
present. It studies recent Protestant edu- 
cation in America, excluding the Protes- 
tant parochial school. There is an intro- 
ductory discussion which is simply a sum- 
mary of the facts familiar to every stu- 
dent of education, beginning with Jewish 
education down through the Reformation 
and the early New England schools. The 
latter chapters deal with week-day fe- 
ligious instruction, religious education in 
higher institutions, and present tendencies. 

It is evident that the book is not pure 
history, for while the author gives what 
may be called a fair account of the labors 
of the great Suriday-school leaders, who 
believed that the purpose of the work 
was the “actual conversion of children to 
God,” his own leaning toward the educa- 
tional aim is so strong as to raise the 
question whether he does not minimize 
the conversion aim. It is true that hé 
says in his introduction that he has tried 
to be fair and accurate but “not wholly 
impartial.” It would seem that one who 
entitles his work a history should try 
also to be impartial, else the book had 
better be called what the editor of the 
series says it is—an interpretation of 
history. There are a number of repeti- 
tions which might with advantage be elim- 
inated from a discussion which frankly 
admits that a wealth of interesting and 
significant details 


importance to be included. (The Abingdon 
Press, New York, Cincinnati, $1.65, post- 
paid.) 
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The Stream that is 
Never Crossed 


These verses have been used by Dr. Griffith 

Thomas, in his Bible teaching ministry, and 

many have asked for a copy. They are reprint- 
ed in response to such requests. 


HERE'S many a sorrow and pain I 
know, 
As we tread the path of life; 
There’s many a grief and lasting woe, 
And the way is toil and strife. 
But the hardest load we have to bear 
Is the labor and strength that’s lost 
In building the bridge with toilsome care 
O’er the stream that is never crossed. 


We have fretting and worry from morn 
till night. 
And anguish weighs on the heart ;— 
The thorny way seems hard to right, 
And life is a bitter part. 
But there is a burden greater yet, 
Much peace of soul it has cost, 
It is building a bridge with toilandsweat 
O’er the stream that is never crossed. 


There’s looking forcrossings allthe day, 
And searching along the shore 

For a bridge or ford along the way 
We shall never travel o’er. 

There’s sighing for useless toys in vain, 
And dreaming of chances lost; 

But 'tis hardest to bridge with might and 

main 

The stream that is never crossed. 


Then gather the roses along the way, 
And treasure the fragrance rare; 
Rejoice in the bright and joyous day, 

Refusing to borrow care. 

For sorrow and pain will surely come, 
And your soul be tried and tossed; 
But don't be bridging toreach your home 

O’er the stream that is never crossed. 


have been omitted. | 
Some of. these are undoubtedly of enough 
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Cleans a Toilet as 
Nothing Else Will 


Thoroughly, swiftly, easily—Sani- 
Flush cleans toilet bowls. All stains, 
discolorations, incrustations disappear. 


The bowl shines. 


No scrubbing. No scouring. Just 
sprinkle Sani-Flush into the bowl 
Follow directions on the can. Flush! 


The hidden trap is unhealthful if 
unclean. Sani-Flush reaches it— 
cleans it—purifies it. Nothing else 
will do this! -Sani-Flush destroys all 
foul odors, It will not harm plumbing 
connections. 


Always keep Sani-Flueh handy in 
the bathroom. 


Sani-Flush is sold at grocery, drug, 
hardware, plumbing and house-furnish- 
ing stores. If you cannot get it at your 
regular store, send 25c in coin or stamps 
for a full-sized can, postpaid. (Canadian 
price, 35c; foreign price, 50c.) 


THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO, 
Canton, Ohio 
Foreign Agents: Harold F. Ritchie & Co., Ltd, 
Toronto, Canada 


33 Farringdon Road, London, E. C. 1, England 
China House; Sydney, Australia 








Wr rtemore’s 


Shoe Polishes 





il temeretyy 
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Ash hi FREE PROSPECTUS 
Moody Bible Institute 


5% Institute Piace- CHICAGO 
lOEPT 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well ae 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Yes—There is One Way to 


Have a PERFECT Rally Day 


And remember—a perfect Rally Day guarantees a year of real achievement. 


enough to put across a real 
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No. 101 


Note that the grading is from the Cradle Roll to the Organized Adult Bible Class. 
ing and discriminating school will insist upon the Discriminators’ Series Numbers 101-105 inclusive. 
the hundred and may be assorted as you desire. 
made—there is no “just as good.” 





No. 102 





No. 104 


"THERE is not a child, young person or adult that could resist the appeal of these “‘ delightfully different” invitation cards. Each 
is printed in seven colors on the finest offset stock and bears a cleverly worded message adapted to the age for which it is intended. 


Did you ever see a Church School with vision 
ally Day service that was not doing a fine piece of work while the average School was at 
Christmas time still trying to get started ? 


The Discriminators’ Series of Cards is the most attractive issuel—and should be used 


isk 
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Cheaper cards may be had, but the self-respect- 


These cards sell for $1.25 


Buy wherever you usually buy, but insist that no substitution be 





NOs 
With Pr 
Fiotury 
OCNEROSITY 
EXPECTANCY 

A decidedly different 


style of service for 


RALLY 
ANNIVERSARY DAY 
€.MAROLD LOWDEN 
Planned the service and wrote the music 


COTM SANFORD TILLOTSON 
Wrote the poems and the pageants 


The Heidelberg Press 
Polishes foe Diecriminatote 
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ERE is one of the most unique services 
we have seen in a long time. C. Harold 
Lowden has planned it and has written the 
music, while Edith Sanford Tillotson has pro- 
vided the poems and pageants. There are 
four divisions each closing with a short pageant. 
They are: 
1—I Serve With Real Joy 
2—I Serve With Fidelity 
3—I Serve With Generosity 
4—I Serve With Expectancy 
We cannot describe the impressive suggestions, nor 
the charming music, but we will gladly send a copy to 
all who aré interested. It sells at 5 cents the copy; 


55 cents the dozen; $4.00 the hundred. 


A Discriminator is one capable of distinguishing the 
difference between The Heidelberg Press publi- 


cations and the ordinary. 














"THERE is no souvenir so greatly appreciated as a 

Celluloid Button, and there is no more attractive 
Button made than this No. 106. It is a beautiful blending 
of seven colors with a message that cannot be avoided. 
It is an honor to wear such a souvenir. Its value is de- 


cidedly more than we ask for it—$2 the hundred. 


DISTRIBUTE. THIS ATTRACTIVE 


LITTLE ENVELOPE 


and definitely stating your needs, 
ask for a definite amount—then 
watch it come in. “Ask largely that 
your joys may be full.” 
velopes sell for 50c the hundred. 
$4.00 the thousand. 


The en- 
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orchestration, including saxophones. 


'HE CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNAL is now considered the lead- 

ing Hymn Book for the modern Church School. A prominent worker in 
Georgia says it is the book for which he has been waiting for 26 years. Hun- 
dreds of Denominational and Interdenominational workers are just as enthusi- 
astic. Until Sept. 1, 1923, the price is $60.00 the hundred. After that date 
it will be $70.00 the hundred. We gladly 


send “on approval.’’. Splendid 





Imagine doubling your membership in ten weeks. Imagine trebling -your 
offerings—or jumping from an averaye of 6 cents per member present to 26 
cents. 100,000 are in the schools of this country this year who probably 
would still be roaming the streets but for this contest. Always has sold for 


$7.50 complete and abundantly worth it. Full information on request. 








THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 


200-14 N. FIFTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
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Wwost dealers and denominational houses 


enthusiastically recommend our publica- 
tions. If yours doesn’t—ask him why. We 
prefer to co-operate, but if necessary will 
supply direct. 
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